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strengthen the moral foundations of democracy
India.

m
-~Feb7'uary 3, 1957,

ARBEITER ZEITUNG, BASLE

. It is remarkable that Nehru, in the case of
Kashmir, ~makes use of the same arguments hefore
the U.N. as Pineau dig in the Algerian affair.

Today, he declares that the Kashmir problem
was an internal affair of India and did not concern
anybody. These are the Same word¢ which were used

y Russia, in order to justify her intervention in
Hungary,

Nehru is a power politician and a politician of

violence. He, too, is g “colonialist”, but he will possibly

decided to assure Kashmir for India with the help of
cannons. —January 28, 1957.

THE RHODESIA HERALD, RHODESIA
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1 shmi the Security Coun-
any further action on Kashmir by Securi
:ili}of the United Nations—but in taking this step hg
has, in effect, torn up the solemn obligation entere.t
into by India at the United Nations in 1951 to submi

‘the future of the terriotory to a plebiscite of the people

T ' United
ly defied the authority of the Uni
g&%iolrlzs openy —January 28, 1957.
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APPENDIX i

TWO LETTERS

The two letters reproduced here are by Shaikh Mohammed
Abdullah, who was installed Prime Minister of Kashmir after
Partition. He is languishing in a lone prison somewhere tn Kashmir.
His only fault was that he spoke rather loudly—for his people;
and he reminded Nehru of a promise—the promise of plebiscite.

These letters speak for themselves. The first letter was addressed
to Mr. G.M. Sadiq who was the President of the fake Constituent
Assembly which recently “voted” Kashmir’s integration with India.
The second letter is addressed to the members of the Security Council
and was received in New York in early 1957. The language is
precisely Abdullah’s, without any editing.

Both these letters pierced through prison walls.




it. The Government, pitchforked into office in conse-
quence of the coup, therefore, does not and cannot
enjoy even the semblance of public confidence. Beyond
doubt it would have tottered and collapsed soon after
its inception, but for the wanton and widespread
repressioulet loose by the Army, Indian Reserve Police,
and gangsters of the Peace Brigade, which sustains the
present regime in office. :

SHOOTING AND ARRESTS

What followed August 9 is not unknown to you,
unless you find it convenient to forget. It is history
now that  promiscuous shooting took a heavy toll
of peaceful men, women and children throughout the
country. Thousands of people were arrested and
‘tortured in order to break them into submission.
The victims included high Government officials, respect-
able citizens, lawyers of high status, Members of the
Consembly and many freedom fighters of our movement.

Where these third degree methods could not
coerce them, the victims, with bruised and broken. limbs,
were whisked off to various prisons in the State. Number
of those detained under house arrest at Ministers’
residences, in the so-called hotels and other private
buildings is a legion and their tales of torture are
equally heart-rending. This bloodcurding drama went
on for long unabashed and unabated. Kashmir was
made a veritable hell, and an iron curtain was thrown

over the valley suppressing all facts from the outside -

world.

In these circumstances you convened a session
of the Assembly in order to seek a vote of confidence
for the new Government, headed by Bakhshi Ghulam
Muhammad, who was the chief actor in the bloody
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drama of August, 1958, with you as the main colla-
borator.,

PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRECY.

As soon as this information reached me in prison,
I'lost no time in urging upon you the necessity of my
presence in the House when the motion of no-confi-

dence against me—or that of confidence in Bakhshi*

Ghulam Muhammad—was to be discussed. I need
hardly discuss the propriety and fairness of my request.
As Leader of the House, as well as the Prime Minister,
it was my unquestionable right to face the motion.
All principles and precedents of democracy support
this sacrosanct privilege. But obviously as you
yourself were involved in the conspiracy, your own
position was most untenable and precarious. You,
therefore, found the only way to save your skin in
refusing my request and thereby further committed
grave violence to the principles of democracy.

NOTHING BUT FRAUD

You should be aware of the fact that every
Member of the House has a right to be present in the
House when any business is transacted. It is not
the question of any numerical strength of his view
that counts but the Member’s basic right to canvass
support in the House that matters essentially. By
refusing permission to other M.L.A.s jailed in 1953
along with me, you usurped this right also. Thus you
aided and abetted in trying to hoodwink the world
that the present regime enjoyed the confidence of the
House. But everyone is fully conscious of the fact
that a vote of the House, obtained under such circum-

183




stances, has not only no normal or legal value, but is a
positive fraud on democracy. ~

~Of late, a good deal of evidence has come to light
which establishes beyond doubt that the August 9
coup was a result of a.deep conspiracy with commu-
nal and reactionary elements and other vested interests
with whom the Bakhshi clique joined hands in order
to sabotage the great movement of which I have been
the spearhead since 1981.

LAWLESS LAW!

The ruling clique has not only betrayed the
- fundamental principles, for whose vindication hundreds
of our comrades laid down their lives during the
struggle, but has left nothing undone in order to crush
the spirit of the freedom fighters in the State of Kashmir,
which is being ruled by a lawless law of preventive
“detention which authorises arrest without warrant and
detention without trial for a period of five years.
Not infrequent use is being made of this monstrous
law and the axe often falls on the active members of
the Opposition, or those in- the country whose legiti-
mate political activities endanger your office.

You must be aware of instances in which this
brutal law was used for extorting resignations, or for
putting in prison Consembly Members for joining the
Opposition and even detaining people for publicising
speeches made on the privileged floor of your House.
Even at present, on the eve of your great venture of
giving the country a “constitution”, several important
Opposition Members are under detention and some
others are let out on the so-called parole and are under
most humiliating police surveillance, for no fault
other than that they have consistently refused tosupport
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your regime. To crown all this ignominious state of
affairs, there is my continued detention without trial
for the last three years, extended from time to time
for the sole reason of giving the present Government
fresh, albeit brief, lease of life. '

PEACE BRIGADE

As if this law of the jungle was not enough, your
Government has, at a huge cost, built up a civil army
known as Peace Brigade or Special Police, whose
main task is to flog people publicly, rob them in broad
daylight and commit other atrocities upon those who
are in opposition to your Government, and thus help
to keep it in office. This organisation is mostly com-
posed of gangsters, the scum of society, with a shady
past, whose job is to strike terror among the peaceful
citizens.

Civil liberties in the State have been buried deep,
legitimate political activity is crippled and public life
paralysed. Huge amounts, borrowed from India, are
being utilised in corrupting people, granting them
contracts and other requisites in order to prop up
your regime.

HEIGHT OF TREACHERY

By August 9, by action as well as by the long
record of the black deeds in and outside the House,
the present Government and the Assembly have com-
pletely forfeited the confidence of the electrorate and

. they no longer represent the political and economic

aspirations of the people. It will be the height of
treachery if such a body sits to frame a fundamental
law for the people and their future generations. Noth-
ing can be a worse betrayal of their aspirations. T feel,
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therefore, duty bound to ask you to desist from such
a course of action.

History has produced many quislings but the
world knows the doom of every enemy of the people.
Nearer home in India, even mightier stooges rose to
thwart the progress of the majestic march of freedom.
Though guns and gold gave them some respite by sup-
pressing the freedom forces for a while, yet the mass
upsurge was too strong and in due course it overthrew
both the stooges and their masters. I am confident
that should you persist in your anti-people course of
action and try to foist a constitution on the people of
Kashmir, history will repeat itself and they will fight
back your designs to the bitter end.

S. M. Abdullah.
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Letter To Security Counecil
-

To: )

T HoN’BLE MEMBERS

SECURITY COoUNCIL,

UniTED NATIONS ORGANISATION,
Nrw Yorx.

Your Faxcellencies,

Fast developing events indicate that the nine-
vear old Kashmir question is very likely to come up
for your consideration very soon, and in all probabi-
lity you will give your most earnest attention to it
with a view to effect a final settlement of the Dispute.
Quite naturally, on such an important occasion I would
have very much liked to be able to personally present
before Your Excellencies some outstanding aspects of
the question and explain the urgent and immediate
need for a final settlement and early termination of
the protracted agony of my people. But that is not
to be! Your Excellencies are perhaps aware that
I am completing my third year of incarceration in
a detention camp in the State where I have been
whisked off as a result of coupd’rat of 9th August. 1953.
Accordingly, the only course available to me is to
send out this letter and pray for Your Excellencies,
indulgence in the hope that facts stated here will
receive Your Excellencies, earnest consideration.

2. As a spearhead of people’s struggle against
autocracy and economic exploitation 1 led a powerful



mass movement in Kashmir for over two decades.
This movement which passed through various troubles
and travails had always “sovereignty of the people
as its bed-rock. Many of our comrades-in-arms laid
their lives for this cherished goal and many others
went through great sufferings in the pursuit” thereof.

With the tragic partition of the subcontinent of India, -

though the flames of communal orgy engulfed the sub-
continent, taking a heavy toll of human life, the State
of Jammu and Kashmir kept its head cool and consi-
derably succeeded in maintaining communal har-
mony in Kashmir. Unfortunately, however, the parti-
tion of India did not wholly spare Kashmir from its
affects and a tribal invasion on the State from the
North-West followed in 1947. Under the stress of this
invasion the then Maharaja of Kashmir appealed to
“India for armed intervention.

8. In order to make military intervention from
India legally possible the Maharaja had to sign an
instrument of Accession with India. This accession
was, however, declared by India only a provisional
and the disposal of the State was finally to be made
in accordance with the freewill of the people. On
27th October, 1947, Lord Mountbatten, the then Governor
General of India, wrote to Maharaja in reply to his letter
offering accession of the State with India that *. ...
as soon as law and order have been restored in Kashmir
and its soil cleared of the invader, the question of
State’s accession should be settled by a reference to
the people.”

4. On 2nd November, 1947, Pt. Jawahirlal Nehru,
Prime Minister of India, in his broadcast speech declared:
“‘We are anxious not to finalize anything in a moment
of crisis and without the fullest opportunity to be
given to the people of Kashmir to have their say. ...
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The accession must be made by the people of thaii
State.... We will not and cannot back out of it.

5. On behalf of India there are innumerable
commitments made to the United Nations Organiza-
tion as well as to the people of Kashmir that the letter
alone can decide their fate through an impartial
plebiscite. Thus, India came to Kashmir as the.cha_m-
pion and" protector of our right of self-determination
and under that slogan fought back the invaders with
our support. :

- 6. On 13th August, 1948, and later on 5th
January, 1949, the U.N. Commission. on India and
Pakistan passed two historic resolutions incorporating
the solemn agreements of the two countries that accession
shall be decided through a free and impartial plebiscite
under the aegis of U.N. Organiaztion. These
international commitments to the people of Kashmir
are categorical and unambiguous. :

7. 1In 1951 a Constituent Assembly was convened
in the Indian-occupied part of the State with a view.
to give constitutional shape to the Government.
Pakistan, suspecting backdoor decision on accession
through this Constituent Assembly, took strong excep-
tion in the Security Council to the convening of this
Assembly and its competence to decide the question
of accession. Sir  B. M. Rau, Leader of the Indian
Delegation in the United Nations, in his speeches
before the Security Council delivered on 12th and 29th
March, 1951, made the object of the Assembly abun-
dantly clear and declared unequivocally that in reference
to accession the Constituent Assembly can take no
decision and his Government will be bound by her
commitments made to the United Nations in this
regard. The Security Council on the basis of this
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mternation] commitment registered its verdict on these

terms ... and any action that Ag i
attempt to take to determine the futuizmk;l}i’a ?lghg
raﬁ‘ilmtznn of the entire State, or any part It)her(:f1 f
would not constitute a disposition of the State (')
gccor@an.ce with the above principle.”  (Resolution z)ril‘
Ne(ﬂmty Council of March 1951.) Pandit Jawahirlal
el‘ru while answering questions in the Indian
gar 1amen’t in February 1955, characterised the Kashmir
ssembly’s pronouncement on accession as “‘unilatera] *’
and therefore of no consequence, e

7. Meanwhile the Securit il ha
, i y Council had suggest
th&t}: the two countries should try to effect a p%gaisef?ﬂ
settlement of this dispute through direct negotiations.

-~

8. As leader of the National Conference pro
Il')grg ;11-216 155(())1(1 h(ies‘:vri(;hofs fa}:iléltlating a settlementpwigllpsziz1
. 150€s ol the people I, in consultati
Erllltlh the executive of my orgarll)isation and with ‘lt(})lr(-ll
I aﬁ)provayl of a top-level committee nominated by
¢ Executive of the National Conference for the
g;ﬁ):;eén%reg utI})I .2 lclls't oftpossi;ﬂe alternative means of
. , 18 dispute. Accordi
rIncdqted these_ alternatiges to the %Irrllfgriz’ M?n(l?;)ggn gf
t;ll k133, bie;rly i July, 1953, so that in the forthcoming
pges be ween the two Prime Ministers of India and
st tour approach to the peaceful settlement of
the. pute would not be lost sight of. Unfortunately
ndia did not seem to like thig and turned hostile.

. 9- A deep and carefully scree i
ag?lnst me anq my followers wgs the rrel:1(1ilt.c¥é]§£}111;?1§1y
?}? ortunately, 15 the root cause which deeply embitter§

e I:ela,tloI}s between India and Pakistan and in anvy
1c\gmﬂlct this State ig bound to be the first casualt ;
th(') peaceful progress is possible within the State unlegfs.

us dispute is finally and amicably settled. These
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are weighty considerations and no one who has the
real good of the State at heart can lose sight of these
factors. For some time past I had therefore been
pressing for an early settlement of this dispute with
Pakistan. (See Appendix I.) Indian reaction was
averse to this approach and her resentment towards
me gradually culminated in positive hostility.

- 10. Disruption and factionalism in our ranks
and corruption of our people was therefore resorted to
by India for breaking our unity and thus achieving its
nefarious end. The plot culminated in the coupdetat
on 9th August, 1953. In the early hours of that night
T and my Cabinet were dismissed without a no-confidence
motion of the Assembly by the legally and constitu-
tionally questionable fiat of the Head of the State.
I was put under arrest along with another Minister of
my Cabinet and am now under continued detention
nearly for the last three years without trial and with-
out even a charge.

11. Simultaneously with my arrest thousands
of my followers and co-workers, including Deputy
Ministers, high ranking gazetted officers, respectable
businessmen, lawyers, Members of the Assembly and
public men of high position in life were clapped into
prison. All manner of repressive measures were let
loose in order to. crush the spontaneous uprising of
the people throughout the Valley. Indian Central
Reserve Police and army as well as the militia, and the
specidl police were given a free licence to shoot at sight
and commit all other possible atrocities on the
defenceless people—thousands were beaten or starved in
the jails in order to break them into submission—
the number of those killed was officially reported to
be 86 although the public version puts it very much
higher. No judicial enquiry was held to investigate
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Into these atrocities which include among their vietims
even pregnant women and children. More than s
score of Assembly members was detained without
charge and many others kept under house arrest.

12. It was under these bloodcurdling circum-
stances that a session of the Assembly was called
to record its approval of the coup and a vote of
confidence in the new government. From prison
I sent _telegraphic requests to the President of
the Union of India, to its Prime Minister and
to the Speaker of the Assembly to allow me
to appear before the House and face a motion of
no-confidence in a democratic manner but no heed was
paid to it. Thus almost with g pistol-on the neck of
- the Assembly Members and with a massacre and
terrorism all over the Valley, a vote of confidence for the
Government pitchforked into office with the help of
Indin bayonets was secured. No greater fraud on
democracy can be conceived ! What moral, legal
or constitutional value this fraudulent act has need
hardly be explained.

13. Thus India manoeuvered to remove those
elements from the Kashmir scene which she thought
- stood in the way of her anti-Kashmiri designs and sub-
sequently sought ratification of accession through the
Assembly. To say the least, it is a fraud upon the
people, betrayal of their right of self-determination
and gross breach of international commitmengs and
promises.

14. In March 1956, the Prime Minister of India
made a public declaration ruling out plebiscite in
Kashmir. Tt has shocked the world conscience and
stunned the people of Kashmir to whom innumerable

assurances had been held out that they will shape "
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their own destiny through a fair and impartial
pebiscite. '

Reasons advanced for this volte-face are that
Pakistan has joined SEATO, received arms aid from
America and signed the Baghdad Pact. The absur-
dity of the argument is patent. Whatever Pakistan
may do or might have done, that can be no valid
reason for denying the Kashmiris the exercise of their
right of self-determination in order to shape their
own future. Secondly India’s Prime Minister has hinted
that a vote in favour of Pakistan will rouse communal
passions in India and endanger the security of its
Muslim minority.  This argument is also untenable.
Is India’s secularism so skin deep that it will
collapse like a pack of cards as soon as Kashmiris
exercise their right of self-determination ? One may
as well ask: Are Kashmiris to be held as hostages for
fair treatment of Muslim minority under the so-called
Secular Democracy of India ? Were India’s oft-repeated
promises to the people of Kashmir that they alone shall
have the right to decide their own future through an
impartial and fair plebiscite intended to be implemented
only in case a vote in her favour was certain ?

15. India has repeatedly claimed that Kashmir
is fast progressing and that the political uncertainty

has ended. Nothing can be farther from truth. Kashmir

is at present ruled by monstrous laws which have crip-
pled all political and social life in the State and para-
lyed all progress. A lawless law of preventive deten-
tion has been promulgated in the State with the sanc-
tion of the President of the Republic of India which
has stifled all civil liberties. This law authorized .
arrests and detention for a period of five years without
trial or éven without disclosing the grounds of deten-
tion. Free and frequent use is made of this law of
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the jungle. Respectable citizens and political workers
have been arrested under this law on the excuse of
having publicized the speeches of opposition members
delivered in the Legislature of even legitimately organ-
ising support for the Opposition in the House. Mem-
bers of the Assembly who expressed their intention
of crossing the floor in the House were put under

arrest. In certain cases resignations were extorted:

under the pressure of this monstrous law and instances
are not wanting where the members were publicly
threatened of getting them involved in fabricated
criminal cases if they failed to support the Govern-
ment party.

Indian money is being lavishly used for organis-
ing gangsters for looting, insulting and publicly flog-
ging respectable citizens who do not see eye to eye with
the ruling party. Colossal amounts borrowed on
interest from India are used in corrupting public life
and thereby purchasing the public = conscience. It
1s, however, gratifying to note that all these dirty
methods have so far failed to corrupt the people into
submission, and with one voice they demand the fulfil-
ment of the promise made to them by India, Pakistan
and United Nations to exercise their right of self-
determination in a free and democratic manner,

The Indian press, almost without exception, is
positively hostile to all tendencies in favour of the
plebiscite. Any Indian newspaper writing in favour
of the fulfilment of the promise held out by India to
people of Kashmir or criticizing the present admin-
istration in Kashmir is immediately bribed or black-
mailed and its entry into the State banned. Foreign
correspondents are seldom allowed in and if and when
such a journalist finds his way to the Valley every
precaution is taken that he does not get a peep into
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the realities of the situation. There is vertual
iron curtain over the Valley. No citizen dare to
approach a visitor to acquaint him with the tale of his
misery for fear of gestapo and subsequent torture.
I challenge anyone to refute it. Under an impartial
agency the scathing sea of resentment of Kashmiris
will be unleashed and a real picture will come to light
in  those circumstances alone. Recent civic elections
held in Srinagar and in Jammu afford a proof positive
of oppressive and fraudulent practices of the ruling
party in Kashmir. Muslim organizations and politi-
cal bodies with overwhelming Muslim membership
completely boycotted these elections. Some Hindu
opposition organizations however contested these elec-
tions against the ruling party. The Hindu press, both
in and outside the State, has published a surprising
account of corruption, malpractices, impersonation
and fraudulent methods used in these elections by the
ruling party. It was through these shady means that
the ruling party has secured all the seats in the Sri-
nagar Municipal Corporation and majority in the
Jammu Corporation.

16. Kashmiris are facing untold miseries during
the present phase of their history. No progress—
economic or political-—is possible under such circum-
stances. Kashmir has become an oozing sore in the
body politic of the subcontinent. It has embittered
beyond measures relations between the two countries.
The two armies facing each other across the cease-fire
line, constitute a potential powder magazine which
may flare up any time into a devastating war, Its
consequences are too grim to imagine. In such an
eventuality Kashmir will be wiped out completely—
and far worse may happen. Is the world conscience
so dead as not to wake up in time?
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If a member of the world organisation is so easily
to denounce international commitments and trample
over without qualms the human rights of millions it
will, T am afraid, deal a death blow on the effective-
ness of the Security Council, will shock the confidence

of small nations in the world organisation and endanger

world peace. ¥

17. On behalf of the millions of Kashmiris and

in the name of peace and progress of hundreds of
millions of the subcontinent I appeal to Your Excellen-
cies to firmly stand by the pledges of the Security
Council and execute its decision. I also appeal to the

freedom-loving countries of the world, to those who

have signed the United Nations Charter and pledged
themselves to honour it in word and deed as well as
to those nations whose leaders have fought and given
their lives to establish people’s right of self-deter-
mination, to rise above international differences and
disputes and lend a firm and unanimous support to
the right four million downtrodden Kashmiris and
allow them to decide their own future in a free and
democratic atmosphere. That alone will end the
agony of the people of Kashmir and eliminate a grave
danger to peace, ’
' Yours sincerely,

S: M. Abdullah.
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APPENDIX I

PAKISTAN AND KASHMIR

uald-i-Azam Jinnah, the Founder of Pakistan, once declared
that “Kashmir will fall into our lap like a ripe fruit.” Nobody
ever imagined that Kashmir could have an existence outside
Pakistan.  Apart from religious and cultural ties, the main roads,
the mountain routes and the river courses make West Pakistan and

Kashmir one geographical unit. They are two parts of a whole and

have to prosper or perish together.



APPENDIX III

Kashmir and Pakistan

THE State of Jammu and Kashmir has an area
of 84,471 square miles. It is bounded on the north-east
by Tibet, on the north by China, on the extreme north-
west by Afghanistan where it is also in close proximity
with Soviet Russia, on the west and south by West
Pakistan and by a perilously narrow hilly tip in the
south-east by India.

The State is composed of three units:—

1. Jammu Province (topographically "and ethno-
logically part of the plains of West Pakistan).

2. Kashmir Valley (Muzaffarabad district of this
province has common race, terrain and boun-
dary with Abbottabad, a district of West
Pakistan).

3. Frontier districts (Gilgit zone of this unitis

flanked on the north-west and west by the
Pakistan States of Chitral, Dir and Swat).

'POPULATION

The total population of the Jammu and Kashmir
State, according to the census figures of 1941 was
40,238,180, Muslims numbering 81,02,700, i.e. 77.11 per
cent or more than three-fourths and non-Muslims
under a million (9,20,480), constituting less than
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one-fourth, i.e., 22.89 per cent only. The distribution
of population in the three territorial units of the
State 1s as follows:— :

Total
Population Muslims

1. Jammu Province :

Muslims .. 12,15,076 19,81,488 6139
Non-Muslims .. 7775573

2. Kashmir Valley

Province : ‘ ‘ _
Muslims .. 16,15,478 17,28,705 9349
Non-Muslims .. 1,12,270

3. Frontier Districts : ,
Muslims .. 2,70,098  3,11,400 8899
Non-Muslims .. 41,381

Thus there was a Muslim majority in the State as
a whole as well as in each administrative division taken
singly, when in 1947 the 'British Indian Empire
gave place in the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent to the

two successor States, India and Pakistan. Of these,

Pakistan was the expression of the self-determination
of the Muslim majority areas of the subcontinent.
Now, the State of Jammu and Kashmir was conti-
guous to Pakistan; it was as predominantly Muslim

as Pakistan itself; its three great rivers, arteries of

Kashmir’s timber trade, flowed into Pakistan to
irrigate its vast agricultural plains; in race, culture,
values, food and customs the people of Kashmir and
of West Pakistan formed one single indivisible ethnic
unit; road communications which in all mountainous
countries follow the course of rivers, followed the
course of the Jhelum (the only road leading out of the
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Kashmir valley open all the year round) to Rawal-
pindi in Pakistan and the course of the Chenab
(from Jammu to Sialkot). The road connecting
Jammu with Srinagar in the Kashmir Valley, which
has now been extended through causeways to India,
crosses the Pir Panjal range at the 10,000 feet high
Banihal Pass and is snowbound for about four months
in the year.

Apart from the fact that Jammu and Kashmir
State has been one of the principal recruiting grounds
of the Pakistan Army, a source of man-power Pakistan
could not forego, there was the great threat that
the occupation of Kashmir by India would expose
Pakistan’s vital and vulnerable flank, with its main
rail and road communications, and would lead to an
encirclement of Pakistan. This was pointed out by
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, first Prime Minister of
Indian-occupied Kashmir. Due to the strategic position
that the State held, if this State joins the Indian
Dominion, he thought, Pakistan would be completely
encircled.

The agricultural economy of the State of Jammu
and Kashmir is based on the forest wealth of its great
mountain slopes. Before October, 1947, the timber
froin these forests was floated down the rivers to its
two great markets at Jhelum and Wazirabad in
Pakistan. In winter months the Kashmiri workers
found employment in the temperate plains of West
Pakistan. Other produce of nature such as fresh
fruit found their nearest and most practical markets
in close-by Rawalpindi in Pakistan, a few hours’ drive
from the Kashmir Valley. Kashmir’s economic links
with Pakistan were equally marked in its import trade.
Most of the Kashmir’s requirements in salt, pulses, grain,
wool and oilseeds were met by what is now West
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Pakistan.. Practically all ‘petrol and petroleum pro-
ducts came from the oilfields of Attock in Pakistan.

Karachi, now the capital of Pakistan, is the port
nearest to Kashmir and all its trade with foreign
countries passed through” Karachi.

The dependence of Pakistan upon the rivers
flowing from Kashmir (Indus, Jhelum and Chenab)
has been increased manifold by the threat of India
to shut off the waters of the other two rivers which
flow in directly from India (Ravi, Sutlej). India has
rejected Pakistan’s plea to respect the allocations of
water authorized before partition pending the decision
of the rights of the parties by the International Court
of Justice. By one means or another the Government
of India is seeking to gain time in which to complete
projects which will deny Pakistan water, vital for its
agricultural and economic existence. '

_ Therefore, Indian control of the other three rivers
flowing in Pakistan would raise the gravest apprehen-
sions of total disaster for Pakistan.

Thus in 1947, when India and Pakistan came
into being everything pointed to the logical direction
of the accession of . the State of Jammu and Kashmir
to Pakistan: contiguity, ethnic unity, religion
(which basically influenced the principle of self-deter-
mination and partition of the subcontinent), natural
communications, a common river "system, economic
inter-dependence, and above all the sovereign will of |
.~ the people of Kashmir if only it had been given a
chance of free self-expression. S
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