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result there was tension amongst the groups of students and
" some clashes took place in 1942-43, starting in August, 1942,

“In 1943 we students invited Nawab Bahadur Yar Jang, who
was the President of the All India States Muslim League. We
invited him for the annual conference of the Muslim Conference
in Srinagar, but after arrival he was made to leave the State
within twenty-four hours, so the Conference did not take
place.”” He took temporary refuge in the Murree house of
Sheikh Sadiq Hassan, a prominent Muslim Leaguer of Amritsar,
as his daughter, Begum Masud Sadiq told me in Lahore in
February, 1984.

“In May, 1944, Quaid-i-Azam was invited by both the National
Conference and the Muslim Conference and some time after his
arrival in Srinagar from Jammu, accompanied by Miss Fatima
Jinnah we students, i.e. Muslim Students’ Union, along with the
Kashmir Muslim Conference invited him for a session at juma
Masjid, in June. He accepted and came. Ours was the only
students’ body in the State to be addressed by the Quaid-i-Azam.”

Mr. K. H. Khurshid, having impressed him by his dedication to
the pro-Pakistan cause, was then invited by Quaid-i-Azam during
his visit to join his staff as his Private Secretary. He worked with
Quaid-i-Azam until September, 1947, when the latter gave him leave
to visit his family in Kashmir. However, soon after arrival in Srinagar
on October 2nd he was arrested, which frankly | think he should
have expected, kept in solitary confinement for scme time and
finally released from jail with other pro-Pakistan elements like Agha
Shaukat Ali, a member of the Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference,
in 1949 and sent in Pakistan.

“Pakistan Times, 30-10-47 reported:

“Sheikh Abduliah in New Delhi on 29th October was asked
whether he would release the few imprisoned leaders of the
Kashmir Muslim Conference. He said that the question had to be
considered from the security point of view. His first business was
to restore faw and order by driving out the invaders and conti-
nued that obviously no Fifth Columnists could be tolerated.”

After Khurshid’s release from jail in 1949 and return to Pakistan
he first went to Karachi to meet Miss Jinnah. While there he was
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offered a job by the then Prime Minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, which he
refused as Miss Jinnah had strained relations with Liaquat Ali at that
time,

Then in Lahore Khurshid and the late Aziz Beg, journalist,
together started.a weekly, “Guardian”, which had an anti-Liaquat
Ali Khan Policy. In 1954 he went to London to do his Bar and on
return practiced in Karachi. In 1957 he married his cousin, Suraiya,
daughter of Dr. Noor Hussain of Sialkot, one of the signatories to
the nikahnama of Faiz Ahmed Faiz, performed in 1941 in Srinagar
by Sheikh Abdullah.

In 1958 Sheikh Abdullah was re-arrested, 100 days after being

'released from Kud Jail in January of that year. There was great

resentment in Azad Kashmir and Sardar Ibrahim, the then President
of Azad Kashmir and Khurshid participated in the Kashmir Libera-
tion movement, which was started in 1958 by Chaudhry Ghulam
Abbas. Thousands of Kashmiris demonstrated and many were jailed.
Khurshid was one of those arrested. The Kashmiris wanted to break
the Cease-Fire Line and go to held Kashmir, which meant complica-
tions with India, so the Pakistan Government banned the movement.

Even though ali these protesters were originally against Sheikh
Abdullah and believed in the two-nation theory, seeing him unjustly
arrested by the Indian Government people in Pakistan objected and
campaigned for his release. Further, when he came to Pakistan in
May, 1964 newly released from nearly eleven years of incarceration
thousands of people, mostly Kashmiris, collected at the Rawalpindi
airport to receive him, attend his public meeting in Rawalpindi
and joined his cavalcade on the way to Muzaffarabad. All earlier
political differences were forgotten.

In May 1959, Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas nominated Khurshid
as President of the twelfth Government of Azad Kashmir. He
remained until October 12th, 1961, when he was elected under the
new Azad Kashmir Act as President of the thirteenth Government.
He remained until August 5th, 1964, so he was still President when
Sheikh Abdullah came to Pakistan in May, 1964.

Sheikh Abdullah, recently released from nearly eleven years of
detention, accepted Pakistan’s invitation to come there for discussions
over the future status of Kashmir. His visit had been approved by
Pandit Nehru who was, one might say, actually using him as a bridge
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for negotiations. Nearly eleven years' incarceration had not dimmed
Sheikh Abdullah’s determination to continue the struggle for the
people of his State as he thought best and the tumultuous welcome
he received after his release and the publicity, both national and
international, given to his speeches during his subsequent tours in
Jammu and Kashmir were indicative to the Delhi lobby of the great
hold he still had on his people in spite or maybe because of three
changes of regime in Jammu and Kashmir.

At a Conference held in Delhi at the beginning of April, 1964
(Emergency Cabinet Committee) the Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru (recently recovered from a stroke) in saying that a new
approach had to be made and change in the thinking about Kashmir,
commented: ‘

“Sheikh Abdullah still had a strong hold on the people of
Kashmir and in the changed circumstances no political settle-
ment in the Valley could be thought of without bringing him in.”’

From October, 1947 as Chief Emergency Administrator and
then as Prime Minister until August 1953 Sheikh Abdullah had
headed the State. In August, 1953 he was dismissed by his own
Deputy, Bakshi Ghulam Muhammad and imprisoned for five years
without trial. On January 8th, 1958 he was released, only to be
re-arrested after four months, i.e. on April 30th. He was released
unconditionally on April 8th, 1964 when the demand for his release
became worldwide.

When Sheikh Abduliah returned to Jammu and Kashmir after
his release he was given a tumultuous welcome and toured the whole
of the State. In all the many speeches he made he was quoted by the
Indian press as having given emphasis to only self-determination for
the people of his State and a Plebiscite and the insistence that so far
Accession to India was not final. He also emphasised that the Kashmir
problem concerned India, Pakistan and Kashmir and a leading article
in “Hindustan Times” (20-4-1964), “Our Great Opportunity in
Kashmir”’ by Jayaprakash Narayan, stressed the need for Indo—
Pakistan friendship. The foreign press likewise commented on the
need to solve the Kashmir problem.

The following extracts from Sheikh Abdullah’s speeches made
throughout the State during April after his release, as reported in
Indian, Pakistan and American Press, reveal a man of vigour and
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vision, ready- to forge ahead with a mission, details of which he had
already shaped in his mind and not a man soured and disillusioned
by nearly eleven years of incarceration, which he had every right to
be. They also emphasise that Delhi realised the urgent need for
serious re-thinking on the future role of Kashmir.
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SHEIKH ABDULLAH SPEAKS
““Times of India”, Bombay, April 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 1964

“We have to win hearts, and if we fail in this regard, we cannot
win by force. Britishers ruled us with force. Because they failed
to win our hearts, they had to depart from India. One can rule
by force for some time and not for all times.”

“Sheikh Abdullah said his incarcerations had not weakened
his resolve to secure the right of self-determination for the
people of the State. He denied that the State’s Accession to
India had been settled by the Kashmir Constituent Assembly.
Accession, he added was brought about by putting him in jail
and buying and intimidating members of the Constituent
Assembly.”

“Mirza Muhammad Afzal Beg also demanded that the people of
Kashmir should be given the right of self-determination. Both
Sheikh Abdullah and Mirza Afzal Beg lashed out at the
Shamsuddin and Bakshi Ministries, which they alleged were
corrupt.”

He added:

f‘lndia had also ‘failed to settie the dispute by putting him in
jail for 11 years. Any solution which did not have the backing

11y

of the people would not be lasting’.
“Statesman’’ New Delhi, April 14th, 10th, 19th, 20th, 1964

“For the first time since his release slogans such as ‘“‘Plebiscit:
Zindabad”’ and ‘lts fate shall be decided by us’ were raised at
the Sheikh’s meeting. His speech matched the mood of his
audience. Kashmiris, he declared, would not be treated as
‘dumb, driven cattle’.

“An important feature of the day’s speech by the Sheikh was
his vigorous advocacy for strengthening the organization of the
Plebiscite Front as the most suitable instrument for realizing
Kashmiris’ wishes.”

“Apparently referring to the persistent slogans for a Plebiscite
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raised at the meeting, Sheikh Abdullah told the crowd, estimated
at 100,000:

“The eyes of the world are seeing that the Kashmiri people
reject the Indian claim that Kashmir’s Accession to India is

final’.

“He added that the people of Kashmir would not rest content
until they weresgiven an opportunity to decide their future
freely.”

“Since early morning lorry loads of people from outside (Sri-
nagar) have been pouring into the city chanting “Sher-i-Kashmir
Zindabad’’ and ‘“We want Plebiscite”’—Slogans which were later
raised by the vast crowds with great enthusiasm.”

“Dawn”’, Karachi, April 21, 1964

“On arrival at Rawalkot (Azad Kashmir) Dr. Bunche said that
the people greeted him at Srinagar with placards demanding the
right of self-determination. He said a crowd of people had also
called on U.N. Observers’ Headquarters to voice their feelings.”

“Hindustan Times”, New Delhi, April 20th, 1964

“What after all is the substance of Sheikh Abdullah’s statements?
This, that the future of Kashmir has to be decided by the
people of Kashmir and that it has to be done in a manner that
the dispute about it between India and Pakistan is amicably
ended. With a little imagination it was possible to see that this
clear and principled stand of the Kashmiri leader opened for
India a wonderful opportunity that could be exploited to the
advantage of all concerned.

“The history of the post-Independence years has proved another
incontestable fact, that neither India nor Pakistan can live and
grow unless there is friendship and co-operation between them.
The lack of such relationship between them has, among other
things, upset the power balance in South and South-East India,
depriving the subcontinent of the role that history and geography
had destined it to play. The result was the tilting of the balance
in favour of China—a most unhealthy state of affairs. The
Kashmir question has to be viewed in this broad perspective.”’
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“Daily News”, Chicago, April 2nd, 1964

“Both the Pakistani and the Indian Governments have to give
the people living in the Kashmir region a chance to voice thejr
opinions. It is our belief that the only alternative is a Plebiscite
in Kashmir. Thus can an outlet be found for the true voice of
the people, no matter which side wins in the end.

“It is our belief and sincere wish that the two concerned nations
bow, whatever the outcome, to popular will. Otherwise, this
will be an act which will openly crush the rights of the people
of Kashmir and we do not believe that either the Government
of Pakistan or the Government of India will do such a thing.

“Now Pakistan has brought the Kashmir issue up to the
Security Council. It is our wish that the Security Council attach
the importance it deserves to the Kashmir issue.”

“Washington Star”’, April 22nd, 1964

“Sheikh Abdullah told foreign newsmen at Srinagar that he
favoured negotiated settlement for Kashmir acceptable to both
India and Pakistan. He said he had two pictures of Nehru. One
is when he fought side by side for India’s freedom. The other is
a most ugly picture in my heart. But that picture | want to
erase. He reasserted his desire to see Pakistan President
Muhammad Ayub Khan as well as Nehru. | see no reason why |
should not meet Pakistan’s feaders. There will be no Kashmir
solution until all three peoples of India, Pakistan and Kashmir
are satisfied.”

The news of Sheikh Abdullah’s possible visit in May reached
Pakistan two months earlier so a special room and bathroom were
built for him in the Muzaffarabad President’s House, which was
rather small and in view of his unusual height (6 feet, 4 inches) a
special bed had to be made.

Khurshid’s wife, Suraiya, whom | had known in Kashmir since
she was a small child told me that when Sheikh Abdullah arrived in
‘Pindi Airport on May 25th there were thousands of people there,
mostly Kashmiris from all parts of the Punjab, all waiting to see his
face, some not since 1947, and to welcome him. He was accompanied
by his son, Dr. Farooq Abdullah, Sheikh Rashid, his nephew, Pir
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Abdul Ghani, Mr. Nagshbandi, Khawaja Mubarak Shah, Mirza
Muhammad Afzal Beg, Maulana Masudi. The Pakistan Government
had made elaborate protocol arrangements for his reception. Before
he could alight from the plane Mirwaiz Muhammad Yusuf Shah and
Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas, both his erstwhile political opponents,
rushed up its steps to greet him. As he came down from the plane
and saw all the thousands of his fellow Kashmiris, many of whom he
had known in earlier years, emotionally he broke all protocol
arrangements and rushed forward to embrace them, crying:

“I must meet alt my Kashmiri brothers.”
One of the first was Mr. Khurshid.

What a very moving occasion that must have been for those
who were present. Sheikh Abdullah refeased from nearly eleven years
of incarceration (and soon to return to jail and political exile from
1965—72) coming to the area he had not seen since 1947, i.e. seven-
teen years earlier and meeting numbers of his fellow Kashmiris of
all kinds—some who had been political partners in the early days of
the struggle against the Dogra and British raj and who had then
parted company on a question of principle, those who had come over
to Pakistan because they believed in the two-nation theory, some
who had come in 1947-48 as refugees from jammu, having lost some
members of their families in their flight, some old friends from
earlier days in what was now Pakistan, some young people who had
only heard of him as a legend.

In September, 1983 when | was in Srinagar, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
now Chief Minister, Jammu and Kashmir and who accompanied his
father on his visit to Pakistan in 1964 related:

“When our party alighted from the plane at Rawalpindi on May
25th Sheikh Abdullah was put in a closed car with a police
escort for the journey to West Pakistan House, but when he saw
the large crowds of people lining the route from the airport he
got out of the car and stood in the police jeep so that people
could see him go by.”

A public meeting in Liaquat Bagh, Rawalpindi had been arranged
for the same evening in which over two lakhs of people were present,
including thousands of women. Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas Khan
presided over the meeting, in which he made acknowledgement
to Sheikh Abdullah as a great leader.
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Sheikh Abdullah started his speech with a recitation from the
Holy Koran in his melodious voice, then quoted verses from Allama
Igbal, then started his speech. Now came the time for prayers. It
was announced. Sheikh sahib stopped his speech and said:

‘tn my country we Muslims are not exempted from this duty.
In Pakistan perhaps you are. But as we are not exempted,
therefore, permit me to go down on my knees.’

People present said:

‘We were put to shame. We were wearing suits and couldn’t
kneel down easily.’ :

Not one person moved while Sheikh sahib and some others said
their prayers. Then he went on with his speech.

Before leaving for Azad Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah had two
meetings with the President of Pakistan, General Ayub Khan.

On the 27th morning Sheikh Abdullah, accompanied by his
own deputation, left Rawalpindi for Muzaffarabad via Murree and
Kohalla, where he was received by Mr. K. H. Khurshid, with a long
cavalcade of people accompanying him. He reached there at about 11
a.m., where Suraiya, as the President’s wife also welcomed him. It
was only then that he realised that she was the grown-up daughter of
his dear Jammu friend, Dr. Noor Hussain, whom he had been seeing
in Jammu and Srinagar since she was a small child. Dr. Noor Hussain
had also come from Sialkot, where he had settled as Public Health
Officer, to meet Sheikh sahib. Suraiya told me that her father
said:

“please Sheikh sahib, do something about the opening of the
Jhelum route from here to Kashmir. We want to be able to visit
there to meet our families and our old homes. We must have
some relief from the heat of the Punjab, to which we are not
used.”

And Sheikh sahib replied:

“Do not worry, Dr. sahib, | have come for this very purpose.”

People came pouring into the house to meet Sheikh sahib,.
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mostly Kashmiris even from Lahore, so it was a very moving
occasion. A large public meeting had been planned for the evening,
but not long after Sheikh sahib’s arrival a telephone call was received
that Pandit Nehru had fallen il in Delhi with a heart attack. Sheikh
sghib was very upset and went inside his room to pray. Just as he
came out a second telephone call was received to say that Pandit
Nehru had expired.

The Secretary for Azad Kashmir in 1964 at the time when
Sheikh Abdullah came to Pakistan was Mr. Abdul Bari. His wife
related to me in March, 1984 how after the first telephone call was
received by her husband of Nehru’s heart attack and the news
conveyed to Sheikh Abdullah, a second call came through and a
voice at the other end asked:

“Who is speaking?”’
The reply came:
“The Secretary for Azad Kashmir!”

Then Mr. Bari heard the receiver being put down with a bang at the
other end and a voice asked the operator to convey to the Pakistan
authorities the information that Jawaharlal Nehru had just expired!

There is a very moving photograph of Sheikh Abdullah sitting
on a sofa with Khurshid, weeping. Then he said:

‘| came on a mission from Pandit Nehru so the public meeting
planned for this evening will now be a condolence meeting for
him.’

And it was.

Then on the same evening at the conclusion of that meeting he
left for ‘Pindi, had one more session with President Ayub Khan and
returned the next day to Delhi for Nehru's funeral, so he did not
even use the special bed which had been made for him in Muzaffar-
abad!

Kashmiris still cynically say that right up to the last moment
of his life Pandit Nehru, by dying just then, prevented attempts to
solve the Kashmir problem as it then was.
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Mr. Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, at that time Pakistan’s Foreign Minister,
has written in his book:

«Gheikh Abdullah visited Pakistan in May, 1964 after his release
from an Indian jail in Kashmir, flattered by Nehru, who sent
him to Rawalpindi to woo President Ayub. | had cautioned
Ayub Khan against Nehru’s game.

“Abdullah was a welcome visitor to Ayub Khan. He persuaded
the President of Pakistan to undertake a trip to New Delhi in
June, 1964 for talks with Nehru on the Indo—Pakistan problems,
including Kashmir. Nehru’s death upset everything. Abdullah
had to cut short his visit to Azad Kashmir; He flew back to
India to attend the funeral of Nehru.’"!

* * * * *

Now in 1965, Sheikh Abdullah set out to go on Haj and to visit
a number of countries where, in his speeches and press conferences,
he continued to project the same theme of the right of Kashmiris to
exercise self determination and the need for establishing good
relationship between India and Pakistan. He was accompanied by his
wife and Mirza Muhammad Afzal Beg. In a speech delivered during
the Muslim World Conference which he attended at Makkah
Mokarram, where he was described as:

«His Excellency Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah (Lion of Kashmir),
Former Prime Minister and Leader of the Kashmiri People”.

he said on 21st April, 1965:

“Seventeen years have lapsed and the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have not so far been allowed to exercise their right of
self-determination nor has the United Nations done anything
effective which will make the holding of a Plebiscite in the
State possible. India, after supporting the people’s right to self-
determination for many, many years, is trying to back out from
her commitments by declaring that the holding of a Plebiscite
in the Jammu and Kashmir State has now become out of
date.”

«Before | left the shores of India on my present pilgrimage
to Haj, | fully made it known both to the authorities and the

S L ——
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general public in India that during my tour in foreign countries
| shall be placing the Kashmiri people’s point of view before the
world. As you know, till now either the viewpoint of India or
that of Pakistan had been projected in the outside world and
the viewpoint of the people of the State who are actual victims
of this controversy had gone by default. Accordingly, as the
representative 6f the people of Kashmir, | have been explaining
the Kashmir question from the viewpoint of the people them-
selves. Five and a half million people of Kashmir are nota piece
of property to be bartered away this way or that way.

“The people of Kashmir sincerely believe. that in the friend-
ship of India and Pakistan lies their own salvation. So nothing
can be dearer to the heart of a Kashmiri than to see these two
great countries march hand in hand together as real comrades
and friends in the achievement of world peace and prosperity.

“Early solution of the Kashmir dispute is in our considered
opinion an important condition for establishing ‘good
neighbourly relations between India and Pakistan. Any further
delay in this is bound to aggravate the situation which is
potentially fraught with great dangers not only to the peace of
the subcontinent but to the whole region of South-East Asia.
All that the people of Kashmir are demanding is that they
should be enabled to exercise their birthright of self-determi-
nation in accordance with the United Nations Resolutions
which constitute an international agreement.”

A copy of the above speech, of which | have quoted relevant
extracts, was given to me by Khawaja Ghulam Din Wani (ex-Minister,
Azad Kashmir) who was deputed by the Pakistan Government to
accompany Sheikh Abduliah along with his wife and Mirza Afzal Beg
on this tour, and who remained with them up to the time of the
Conference in Makkah Mokarram.

Because of this and the various speeches Sheikh sahib made
in the countries they visited and his reputedly accepting an invitation
in Algiers extended by Chou en Lai to visit Peoples China before
return to India in May 1965, on arrival in New Dehli Airport their
Passports were cancelled and they were arrested. Sheikh Abduilah
and Afzal Beg were sent to Octacamund in South India, 2,000 miles
from Kashmir and Begumsahiba was externed to Dehli.
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Khawaja Ghulam Din Wani was himself born in Baramulla and
first remembers meeting Sheikh Abdullah there when he was a
middle class student. His elder brother, Khawaja Salamuddin was a
very close associate of Sheikh Abdullah’s from 1932-33. When he
went in processions at Baramulla people used to run after him to try
to pluck hairs from his head as souvenirs and once he rushed into
Wani’s house to take shelter from the crowds. Wani sahib added that
when he changed Muslim Conference into Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference in 1938 their family did not continue to meet
him because they did not approve of the change.

Khawaja Wani did his M.A. and LL.B. from Aligarh and
returned from there in 1944 to start his Law practice, first in
Srinagar and then in Muzaffarabad. He became a member of the
Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Conference and was its Acting General
Secretary for Muzaffarabad District, but in 1947 he migrated to

Pakistan, where he became a Minister in Azad Kashmir Government.

After returning from Makkah Mokarram in 1965 he continued
to keep in touch with Sheikh Abduilah and received the following
letter from him from jail in 1967:

In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

From: Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah  c/o Collector, Municipal
Committee.
Dated 24th April, 1967.

My dear Wani sahib,
May peace of Allah be upon you:

| thank you for your /d greetings which I heartily reciprocate.
The day reminds us of one lesson: Righteous conduct alone will
earn God’s Compassion.

The only remedy to mental disquiet and agony is complete
surrender to God. Never will a person come to,ruin if he, reposing
total faith in Him, worships God with devotion in the form and
manner in which Prophet Abrahim (may peace be upon him) had
done, when his Lord said to him: “Bow (the will) to Me.”” He said
“| bow (my will) to the Lord and Cherisher of the Universe. (Ref.
Sura Bagara, Sec. 16).
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Let us all, on this auspicious day, resolve firmly to drive away
from heart and mind, all the false gods of pride, power and wealth
and, following the path that this great Prophet (Abrahim) has shown
to us, bow our will to the will of the one and only Universal God
and earn His Compassion.
With kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

MUHAMMAD ABDULLAH

REFERENCE

1 kak. B. L. “Z. A. Bhutto: Notes from the Death Cell”, Delhi, Radha Krishan Prakashan,
1979.




ROLE OF THE PUNJAB PRESS

Besides the political struggle of a people against tyranny there is
the struggle for the right of the freedom of the Press and in this the
Punjab played a large part in the Kashmir Freedom movement from
outside. :

Starting from when the British annexed the Punjab in 1849 the
first issue of an English weekly, “The Punjabee’’ appeared in Lahore, \‘
founded by Syed Muhammad Azim, who had earlier founded the “
“L ahore Chronicle”, on February, 23rd, 1857. ' |

In 1846, when the British rulers in.India sold the entire
territory of Kashmir to Maharaja Gulab Singh for the sum of 75
lakhs of rupees, the first voice raised in the support of its Muslim

. population, now the slaves of a tyrant, was ‘“The Punjabee”, which
wrote on May 9th, 1857:

“By the brutality and tyranny of that incarnation of sensuality,
avarice and all evil, Maharaja Golab Singh, Cashmere is rapidly
being converted into a melancholy desert.”

“The smiling fields now lie waste, happy hamlets have turned
wretched collections of ruined homesteads and  desolate
hearths.” “And all this is the work of one demon, to whose
tender mercies an enlighténed Christian Government have made
over the most beautiful valley in the world.”!

Dr. Abdus Salam Khurshid has also quoted in his book:

“In 1889 an Indian paper, “Amrita Bazar Patrika", an English
daily of Calcutta printed a secret document of the Foreign
Office of British India regarding Kashmir, with the result that
the Government of British India enforced a law for secret
documents, stating that those persons who disclose such secrets
will receive imprisonment of five years or be exiled from India
for two years and whosoever will try to obtain such information
or publish such secret documents will be put behind the bars.""?

339
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Coming to this century weeklies about the much needed uplift
of Kashmiris under the Dogra raj were being published in Lahore
from as early as 1909, of which hundreds of copies were smuggled
into the State.

There was Munshi Muhammad Din Fouq’s weekly, “Kashmiri
Magazine” and the “Kashmir Gazette” of Sheikh Jan Muhammad
Ganai. In the twenties the leading Muslim newspapers had begun to
take up the cause of Muslim Kashmir—“Muslim Outlook”,
“Al Fazal”, “Al-Aman’ and “Siasat”, “‘Inquilab’’ and “Zamindar”’ of
Lahore.

Maulana Hamid Ali Khan, brother of Maulana Zafar Alj
Khan, had the following to say in Lahore about the role played by
“Zamindar’’;

“The ‘Zamindar’ was originally started as a weekly paper
from Lahore in 1903 by Maulana Sirajuddin Ahmad Khan,
father of Maulana Zafar Ali Khan. He was an illustrious social
and political worker, a fervent supporter of Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan’s movement and participated in the Muslim Education
Conference meeting at Delhi in 1892. He attended the first
session of the All India Muslim League held at Karachi in
December, 1907. He and his paper, ‘“Zamindar” played a
prominent role in the 1907 rural disturbances in the Punjab. He
died at the age of 59 in 1909 and Maulana Zafar Ali Khan then
became editor of “Zamindar’’, which remained at the forefront
of national politics for several decades.”

Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was a multifaceted personality of many
gifts. He was a great linguist and scholar, translator, poet, orator,
journalist, a fighter and a popular leader of the Muslims of the
subcontinent. He took up causes not only of the Indian Muslims,
but of Musiims in other parts of the world too. As one of the
foremost leaders of the Khilafat Movement of 1920, which was a
movement of the Muslim masses, he was in close contact with
the Congress during that period—like the other Muslims of the
subcontinent.

Up to 1924 no newspaper was allowed to be published in the
State, now there are more than 250 dailies, weeklies and periodicals
published in Jammu and Kashmir. The national movement was being
crushed by Maharaja Hari Singh’s government and one method was
by denying any press freedom.
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One cannot speak of the great influence and support given by
the Punjab press, especially Lahore, to the Kashmir cause without
making special mention of Maulana Abdul Majid Salik, born in 1894,
and of his newspaper, “Inquilab’’ started in 1927 and that of Maulana
Zafar Ali Khan, “Zamindar” which two probably made the greatest
impact in Jammu and Kashmir. ‘“Zamindar’” was started in 1924
when Maulana Zafar Ali Khan was a Congress member and was pro-
Abdullah. Later he joined the Muslim League and was then anti-
Abduliah, as was Mirwaiz Muhammad Yusuf Shah. By 1942 he was
such an important front rank Muslim Leaguer that when the Jammu
and Kashmir Muslim Conference was revived in Jammu at the meet-
ing of April 17—19th, 1942 Maulana Zafar Ali Khan inaugurated the
Conference presided over by Chaudhry Ghulam Abbas Khan. He was
renowned as a religious scholar, a rare na’at reciter, an essayist and a
great journalist. '

Before 1931 papers such as “Siyasat’ and “Muslim Outlook”
had been banned in the State for projecting their anti-Government
views and “Inquilab’’ was the last to be banned in 1931. Immediately
declarations for other newspapers, “Kashmiri Mussulman’, “Kashmiri
Mazloom” and then ‘“Maktoob-i-Kashmir (sold on the streets for
one pice per copy) were taken out by Muslim groups in Lahore
working for Kashmir. Printed in Lahore they were smuggled into the
State in lorries, trucks and cars and sold in thousands. The Young
Men’s Muslim Association of Jammu helped in their distribution in
Riazi, Udhampur, Sopore, Mirpur, Kishtwar, Bemban, Srinagar,
Shupyan, Muzaffarabad. They also were gradually banned, the last
being “Maktoob-i-Kashmir’’, a leaflet of four pages sold on the
streets by vendors, who were jailed when caught.

In his biography on Maulana Zafar Ali Khan, Ashraf Atta of
Lahore writes:

“To participate in the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1931
against the Dogra rule in Kashmir several groups of volunteers
started off from different cities of the Punjab. One contingent
took off from the Jhelum front and was led by Sheikh llahi
Baksh, a volunteer from Chiniot. It was attacked with spears
by the Dogras who also opened fire on it. A Public Prosecutor
of the State, Pandit Vishva Mittar inflicted a fatal blow with
his spear on Sheikh llahi Bakhsh. He was the first ‘“Shaheed”’
of the Kashmir Movement, whose supreme sacrifice gave ever-
lasting life to it. llahi Baksh’s ‘Shahadat’ lit a flame throughout
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the Punjab, and hundreds of contingents not only from the
Punjab but also from Delhi and U.P. (India) started arriving
in Lahore and Sialkot to take part in the Movement. Several
issues of the “Zamindar’’ were forfeited in connection with this
Movement. The government not only seized all copies of its
“llahi Bakhsh Shaheed Number’' but also confiscated the
Rs. 2,000/- surety of the “Zamindar” and demanded a fresh
surety of Rs. 3,000/-.2 B :

Altogether about 45,000 Muslims from the Punjab and 5,000
from other Provinces, Delhi, U.P., Bihar, Bengal and C.P. were
arrested during three months.

Justice Muhammad' Yusuf Saraf reports on “Inquilab” which
was also spearheading the campaign for reforms in Kashmir, that the
British Governor took action by demanding a fresh cash security of
Rs. 3,000/- from the newspaper proprietor and a cash security of
Rs. 2,000/- from the Muslim Printing Press, Lahore. As a result of
public agitation a deputation consisting of Sir Sikandar Hayat Khan,
Malik Firoze Khan Noon and Chaudhry Shahab-ud-Din, President of
the Punjab Council, met the Governor, the security demanded from
the press was withdrawn and that from the newspaper reduced to
Rs. 500/-.4 ‘

It was due to his love for Kashmir that Abdul Majid -Salik
showed such devotion and perseverance to its cause. It was in those
times a risk, publishing the news sheets and newspapers as he did
because at that time before independence it was still British India.
For example, a British magistrate from the Kashmir Government
came to Maulana Abdul Majid Salik in Lahore and asked him to
produce the names of the people who had been writing articles and
giving news items for these banned papers. He replied:

“Bring a warrant for my arrest. | will not produce names of
the writers nor will | hand over any material.”

Then he sent forv his manager and advised him to burn all the
letters and material which had been smuggled out of Kashmir into
Lahore.

In spite of his devotion to the Kashmir Muslim cause Abdul
Majid Salik did not agree with Sheikh Abdullah’s policies before
Independence. Salik’s son, Abdul Rashid Ershad, retired Director
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of Radio Pakistan related to me when | met him on 29th
December, 1983 in Lahore that his father told Sheikh Abdullah:

“You are working with Congress.” -

Sheikh Abdullah replied that he was also working for Kashmir.
Salik retorted:

“You are doing this work in collaboration with Congress.”
Sheikh Abdullah replied:

“please do not interfere with our affairs because this secularism
suits this State and | am trying for the liberation of Kashmir
with the help of the-Hindus from the Dogra raj.”’

Salik’s rejoinder was:
“You should follow the line of the Muslim League.”

In spite of his devotion to the Kashmir cause Sa/ik went to
Kashmir only twice. When Sheikh Abdullah asked him to be his
guest he refused because he did not agree with his policies before
1947. He said frankly: o

“You are working with Congress.”
Mr. Ershad summed up his father as follows:—

“My father was a journalist, poet and humorist. He used to write
a humorous column everyday for his paper. He used to regularly
broadcast first for All India Radio, then for Radio Pakistan, .
and was called the Wickham Steed of india. He lived and
worked in the rich flowering period of the thirties and forties
when his friends, colleagues and associates were poets, writers,
journalists such as Dr. Igbal, A. S. Bokhari, Imtiaz Ali Taj,
Chiragh Hasrat, Dr. M. D. Taseer, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Ghulam
Abbas, Maulana Ghulam Rasool Meher, Shorish Kashmiri,
Sufi Tabassum and so many others. The Muslim Leaguers of
that time were also his associates, such as Mian Bashir Ahmed,
Malik Khizar Hyat and Sikandar Hyat Khan. My father died on
September 27th, 1959 at Lahore, aged 65 years.”
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SHEIKH ABDULLAH-THE HUMANIST

And finally what will be the conclusion we draw about Sheikh
Muhammad Abdullah, Sher-i-Kashmir, Baba-i-Qoom to his people?

justice Muhammad Yusuf Saraf has said:

“In the politics of Eastern countries the role of the individual
is very important. It is only with an extraordinary national
leader as pivot of a movement that a nation has succeeded
either in its march for freedom or economic advancement.”?

To say, as so many have, that he was a true nationalist, a
secularist, a participant in the Freedom Movement, the national
struggle, is not enough.

But out of more than fifty years of struggle did any other
feader spend nearly forty years, the best years of his life, in and
out of jail, in externment, in exile from the homeland where he
wanted to live and serve and shape according to the pattern of the
New Kashmir which he, along with his fellow idealists, worked so
hard to evolve before 19417

Of many other national leaders how many of his followers
struggled hysterically to touch his garments, to pluck hairs from his
head as souvenirs, to touch the ground where his foot had trod out
of reverence, because he was the first to sacrifice with and for them?

Sher-i-Kashmir was tolerant of others and their beliefs, but
stuck to his own belief and values when he felt they were right,
letting them develop and change in the light of experience and
developing wisdom. Never selling out to others out of cowardice,
not being used by others, but using them for his mission.

He possessed an inner strength which was beyond that of
ordinary mortals. How many of us would have the strength of
conviction to sacrifice our liberty, our health, our family obligations,
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our friends, lose our political colleagues, for the path which we
believed was the right one? Thus he was a visionary of the kind we
will probably not see again, for times have changed. But he came ata
time in history when he was needed by his people and began the
mission which he himself said is for others to carry on.
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