























































































































































































































KASHMIR: INSURGENCY AND AFTER

realised that if at all the ‘gamble’ in the third state could be won, Nehry
was far better placed than he was. He therefore supported Nehru’s game
plan for Kashmir out of a genuine conviction and not under any
compulsion. Refuting all speculation about his differences with Nehru,
Patel assured him, ‘I am not aware of any differences between you and
me on the matter of policy relating to Kashmir.’'2 He was no less
conscious than Nehru of Sheikh Abdullah’s crucial importance in
Kashmir. In a letter written to Maharaja Hari Singh on 21 October
1947, he said, ‘1 myself feel that the position which Sheikh Abdullah
takes is understandable and reasonable. In the mounting demand for
the introduction of responsible government in the states, such as you
have witnessed in Travancore and Mysore, it is impossible to isolate
yourself.’13

It was again Patel who dealt with the issue of Article 370 in the
Constituent Assembly, as Nehru was abroad at that time. His private
secretary, V. Shankar, recalls in his book, My Reminiscences of Sardar
Fatel, that when the article was discussed in the Congress party executive
council, there was strong opposition to it. But, it was left to the Sardar
to bring the discussion down to the practical plane and to plead that
because of international complications, a provisional approach alone
could be made. The party, thereafter, fell in line.

It has been argued that Patel acted against his better judgement
and out of loyalty to Nehru.! But there is no evidence that his
judgement was any different before or after the adoption of the
constitutional provision regarding the status of the J & X State. In fact
he had given a clear assurance to the Indian states in general in these
words: “We do not want anything more than accession in three subjects,
therein lies the good of the entire country. W respect their independence
in all other matters.!> However, under pressure of their respective people,
the princes of the other states surrendered their autonomy which neither
the prince nor the- majority of the people of J & K wanted to do.
Referring to the State, Patel reiterated, ‘in view of the problems
confronting Kashmir, we have enacted a special provision to continue
the existing relationship between the Union and this State.’'6 Those
who argue that Patel took this stand out of loyalty to Nehru insult him
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by implying that he was a blind follower with no ?onviction of his
own. His published correspondence belies this insinuation. For, he never
failed to express and record his dissent. .

Mukerjee’s position as member of the Cabinet was no dxfﬁ.zrc.nt
from that of Patel, or for that matter Nehru, on the issues of ple!)lsc.lte
and Article 370. He did not oppose the article even after resigning
from the Government of India and becoming the president of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh as far as its application to Kashmir was concer;le'd.
In his presidential address at the first conference 9f the Sangh in
December 1951 at Kanpur, he said, ‘We would readily agree to treat
the valley in any special manner and for such time as h? (Abdullah)
would like.” He reiterated this yiew in his letter to Pandit Nehru on

anuary 1953. .

) Muzarjee had reservations about the imposition of Article ‘370 on
the unwilling people of Jammu and Ladakh and demanded that Jamn;lu
and Ladakh must be fully integrated with India.’!7 In the course of the
Nehru-Mukerjee-Abdullah correspondence, Nehru .pointed 01.1t the
implications of breaking the unity of the State, which, accordlng to
him, Pakistan and other interested quarters were also aFtemptmg.
Mukerjee responded to Nehru's point positively and in his letter to
Nehru, dated 17 February 1953, agreed to support the cause of unity
of the State, Article 370 and the Delhi agreement on C.entre-State
relatibns with a proviso that ‘the principle of autonomy will apply tz
the province of Jammu as a whole and of course also to Ladakh an
Kashmir.’!8

This was precisely the assurance that I had sought a.nd got from
Nehru and Abdullah on the eve of signing the Delhi agreement.
Unfortunately, after the death of Muketjee, the Jana Sangh started' anc}
continued to oppose in its various avatars, the formula of r.eglo}iuil
autonomy and Article 370. What is significant is .that Mukerjeeh a
never opposed the controversial article in its applicatxo'n to the Kashmir
valley and had later veered round to support its application ’to ].amfnu
and Ladakh also. For a detailed discussion of the Jana Sangh’s agitation
of 1952-53 and its role after the death of Mukherjee, see cha}pter 4ci
The main opposition parties like the socialists and the communists has

‘
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unreservedly accepted the validity of Article 370 at that time when the
Jana Sangh was merely a marginal phenomenon. In fact, it was Nehru
himself who had expressed the hope that the Article would be gradually
eroded (ghiste ghiste ghis jaegi). He wished to do it through a process of
persuasion and not coercion.” Perhaps he underestimated the Kashmiri
urge for autonomy which became sharper due to the provocation of the
Jana Sangh-Parishad agitation in 1953. According to the then Director,
Intelligence Bureau, the agitation had given such a shock to Nehru also
that for the first time he had become doubtful about the future of
Kashmir.1?

Nehru was undoubtedly the greatest ‘outside’ influence in moulding
the course of political events in Kashmir since the late thirties. He had
aspired to make it a willing part of independent India and thereby
found a secure basis of a secular India, thus ensuring its decisive
ideological superiority over Pakistan. Nehru did not quite succeed; except
in making Kashmir a part of India in a legal and physical sense. One
of the reasons for his failure was that his main instrument of Kashmir
policy, Abdul-lah, did not quite measure up to his historic role.
Circumstances took his stature to towering heights. At the time of
Nehru’s death in 1964, he seemed to be the tallest leader in the
subcontinent. Yet his intellect did not match his growing stature. He
failed to reconcile the divergent aspirations of the three regions of the
State and symbolise its composite personality. His articulation of
Kashmiri aspirations, too, was often subjective and lacked sophistication.
The Nehru-Abdullah friendship was unable to withstand the strains of
the unreconciled demands of Indian nationalism and Kashmiri
nationalism. ’

REALPOLITIK VS IDEALPOLITIK

Nehru was above all a nationalist. He subordinated claims of democracy,
morality and sub-national aspirations to what he perceived to be the
claims of nationalism. He gave up efforts to reconcile both sets of claims.
He connived at regimentation, repression, rigged elections, corruption
and nepotism in Kashmir in the name of national interest. This sowed
the seeds of alienation which sprouted later when more nourishments
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were added. Nehru’s realpolitik role was not a patch on his idealpolitik
role. The idealpolitik in him reasserted itself towards the evening of his
life. In a rare feat of courage and statesmanship, he had Abdullah released
from prison, invited him to Delhi as his personal guest, charmed him
with his transparent sincerity, sent him to Pakistan for a subcontinental
solution to the Kashmir problem and thus rekindled new confidence
and hope in the State and the two contending countries for a lasting
solution to the problem. With his sudden death on 27 May 1964, the
promise of his new initiative also died. Standing near the samadhi of
his great friend, with tears rolling down his cheeks, I heard Abdullah
say: ‘Had I known that the end of Panditji was so near, I would have
settled the Kashmir issue with him without going to Pakistan,’
Despite the way Nehrus government had treated the people of
Kashmir in the previous eleven years, he still had the capacity to inspire
them, both emotionally and intellectually, He had this potential despite
the fact that he represented a nation that had not yet recovered from
the backlash of partition and was thus still too insecure to tolerate and
trust an assertive Kashmiri Muslim community. He also had to function
through a myopic bureaucracy and a decadent Congress party.
Personalities like Gandhi, Nehru and Jayaprakash Narayan have
left a vacuum not only in the field of politics but also of ideas, at the
national level. In Kashmir, the generation that worshipped Abdullah is
almost gone, With it the entire galaxy of leadership of the freedom
movement—Masoodi, Beg, Bakshi, Sadiq—too has left the scene. (G.M.
Karra could never attain a similar stature since he left the team.) The
generation that followed was corrupted and purchased by Delhi. A
third generation has taken over, uninfluenced by the charisma of the
first and the opportunism of the second. While Kashmiriar has acquired
fundamentalist tendencies and violent expressions, desperate bids were
being made by the forces of Hindutva to hijack Indian nationalism.
The chasm between the descendants of Nehru and those of Abdullah
is, therefore, much wider than it ever was between the two friends. But
the present generation has also the advantage of learning, if it chooses
to, from the much wider experience of the past generations, including
their failures. It can also learn from the experience of the other parts of
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the world, in the making and unmaking of nations, the emergence and
assertion of ethnic identities and the universal upsurge for freedom.

LIMITS OF MILITANCY AND STATE REPRESSION

Notwithstanding the initial success of the militant youth in articulating
the political and psychological urges of the bulk of Kashmiri Muslims,
its limitation, not only in matching the might of the Indian State but

~also in resolving its internal contradictions, as discussed in some detail

in chapter 7, have become manifest.

The limits of the Government of Indid’s attempt to resolve the
Kashmir dispute by using its armed superiority should be equally
obvious. The challenge of Kashmir is not merely one of arms supplied
from across the border. It is a political and moral challenge as well,
Even if it is conceded that the Indian State is mighty enough to crush
the upsurge in Kashmir and the aspirations of its people, the cost of
keeping a subjugated and humiliated people as a part of the country
will become increasingly prohibitive. The cost would be in terms of
erosion of the democratic character of the Indian State, its secular and
moral basis, the civilisational values of the nation as well as its
international prestige. A fascist or a military regime may, in the short
run, be able to maintain the unity of a nation better. But apart from
the price it extorts from the people of the country, such a unity is not
known to last long, India’s intellectual, moral and ideological reserves
have certainly not been so depleted that it should dismiss any
consideration of policy options, the cost of which is less prohibitive.

An overall multi-pronged policy for Kashmir should be discussed
and evolved in a wider perspective. This should include questions relating
to the role of sub-national identities in the process of nation building:
the optimum quantum of autonomy which could be granted to them,
the constitutional and political aspects of Centre-State and State-region
relations, contradictions between uniformity and unity, the degree of
tolerance towards diversity, dissent and defiance within the state system,
the nature of the State and its institutions, and, above all, the need for
building 2 viable South Asian identity, i.e. SAARC, in moderating the

conflicting, nationalist claims of India and Pakistan on Kashmir.
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A Chronology of Important
Events in Kashmir

1994

27 Jan. 18 killed in firing on civilians by the Army at Kupwara.
21 May. JKLF chief Yasin Malik released on orders of the Supreme

Court. Declares renunciation of violence.

20 Jun. Qazi Nisar Ahmad, Mirwaiz of South Kashmir killed in
Ax.lantnag allegedly by Hizb-ul- Mujahideen. Over 50,000 demonstrators
raise anti-Pakistan and anti-Hizb slogans.

12 Aug. Election to newly constituted Leh Autonomous Hill
Development Council.

14 Oct. Shabir Ahmad Shah released after about 20 years in detention.

Forms Democratic Freedom Party. Jammu Autonomy Front reiterates
demand for regional autonomy.

250ct. First elections to the newly constituted Northern Area Council
(Pak occupied Gilgit and Baltistan)

31 Dec. Jama-at-I-Islami chief Syed Ali Shah Geelani and People’s
Conference chief Abdul Ghani Lone released.

1995

7 Mar. Following intelligence reports that terrorists of Hizbolla and
the HuA were holed up in the Charar-e-Sharief shrine, security forces
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cordon off the town. The terrorists joint group within the shrine is
subsequently led by Mast Gul of the Hizbolla.

11 May. Army storms Charar-e-Sharief shrine; Mast Gul and
Mohammad Zubair, leaders of the HuA group, escape. A top terrorist
of the HuA, Abu Jindal arrested while escaping site of siege; the shrine
and a part of the town burnt down in the storming,

3 Jul. Four foreigners abducted from Pahalgam. A shadowy outfit, Al
Faran claims responsibility. Demands release of 21 terrorists held in
Indian jails, including that of top HuA leaders.

7 Jul. HuA reiterates ban on Amarnath Yatra, a ban that was imposed
by most terrorist groups in 1994 demanding removal of security bunkers
around Hazratbal shrine; All terrorist outfits except HuA withdrew ban
after security forces bunkers were removed.

20 Jul. Bomb explosion in Jammu set off by HuA kills 20 persons and
threatens Amarnath Yatra.

1996

30 Mar. Security forces storm JKLF’s (Amnanullal’s group) Hazratbal
office; 33 terrorists killed wiping out JKLF (Amnanullah) entirely.

7 to 30 May. Elections for six parliamentary seats in the State held in
three phases.

7-30 Sep. Elections to the State Legislative Assembly completed in four
phases. Farooq Abdullah sworn in as Chief Minister.

13 Nov. Regional Autonomy Committee appointed with Balraj Puri as
the working chairman.

1997

17 Mar. Elections to the legislative Council held; National Conference
wins all but one seat; BJP bags a lone seat.
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22 Mar. 8 Kashmiri Pandits killed ar Sangrampura in Budgam district

7 Aug. Dr. Karan Singh resi i
' gns as the Chairman, State A
Committee Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Shah replaces Dr. Si:gh.umnomy

8 Aug. 5-Member State Human Rights Commission appointed.
8 Oct. United States officially identifies HuA as terrorist outfit,

1998
25-26 Jan. Kashmiri Pandits killed at Wandhawa,

3DO Jan. ?amc firing by security forces on a search operation in Marwah
» » . [ ’
oda district, kills nine civilians and injures forty others

Se?". Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif meet in New York; Announce agreement to

resume peace talks, beginning with diplomats discussi i
and Kashmir in Islamabad, ? PR e ey

4 Oct. Over 700 terrorists owing allegiance to Osama Bin Laden cross

over from Pakistan to Kashmir to participate in the insurgency, a London
newspaper, Sunday Times reports.

1999

21 ]‘an. Balraj Puri removed from his post as working chairman of the
Regxo.nal Au.tonomy rfetrospectively from 31 December 1998, after he
submitted his report in June 1998, without considering it.

21 Feb. Indi istani Pri ini
- ?) IrlxdlarT and Pakistani Prime Ministers meet in Lahore; Sign
omnt Declaration expressing resolve to settle all contentious issues

between the two countries, i . X _
dialogue. ries, including Kashmir, through bilateral

26 May. India launches air attacks on intruders in Kargil.

.4]ul. US—Pakis.tan joint statement released, Pakistan agrees to “persuade”
intruders to withdraw from Kargil heights.
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26 Jul. Kargil war officially over

3] Dec. Indian Airlines Flight IC 814 from Kathmandu to New Delhi,
hijacked enroute.” Hijackers force the plane to Amristar, Dubai, and
their final destination, Kandahar.

Three terrorists flown to Kandahar along with Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh. Hostages released, hijackers and released prisoners permitted to
leave Kandahar; reach Pakistan. The released terrotists include two
Pakistani nationals Maulana Masood Azhar and Ahmad Umar Syed
Sheikh and a Kashmiri, Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar.

2000

19 Mar. U.S. President Bill Clinton arrives in India. Declares that
Kashmir is a problem of Hindu-Muslim relations.

20 Mar. Militants kill 35 Sikhs in Chhatisinghpura in Kashmir

4 Jul. Union Cabinet rejects demand for autonomy by the Jammu and

Kashmir legislature

25 Jul. Hizbul Mujahedeen declares unilateral ceasefire for three months.
1 Aug. 100 civilians killed by rival militants groups in different parts
of the state

8 Aug. Hizb calls off cease fire.

19 Nov. Prime Minister Vajpayee announces suspension of combat
operations against militants in J&K during the holy months of Ramzan.

23 Dec. Lashkas-e-Tayyeba claims responsibility for the attack on Red
Fort in Delhi.

2001

9 Feb. Gujjar-Bakerwal families of village Kot- Chatwal including seven
children, three women and five men were burnt alive by setting ablaze

their houses.
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23 May. Indian government calls off ceasefire, Invites General Musharraf
for talks at Agra.

4 Jul. India releases 400 Pakistani prisoners as a goodwill gesture for
summit talks.

14-16 Jul. Three day Vajpayee-Musharraf talks at Agra end in failure.

1 Oct. In a major offensive militants attack the Jammu and Kashmir
assembly complex in Srinagar, leaving 38 people dead. Chief Minister
Farooq Abdullah urges the Indian government to launch a crackdown
on militants training camps across the border in Pakistan.

13 Dec. A group of militants storm into the Indian Parliament House
in Delhi killing 14 people including four out of five assailants,

2002

2 Jan. Long distance telephone calls and internet facilities in Jammu
and Kashmir suspended by the government of India in order to cut off
communication facilities of the militants.

7 Jan. After weeks of heated rhetoric, accusations and military posturing,
Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee says at the South Asian
Regional Cooperation meeting in Kathmandu, Nepal, that his nation
is ready for “dialogue” with its fellow nuclear power Pakistan,

11 Jan. India’s army chief says the nation is ready for war with Pakistan
and would use its nuclear weapons if its neighbour were to launch a
nuclear strike first.

2 May. India says it will restores full diplomatic ties with Pakistan,

appointing a new ambassador to Islamabad and renewing air links
between the two neighbours.

21 May. Senior separatist leader Abdul Gani Lone of the Peoples
Conference is killed by unidentified gunmen during a public meeting
of the Hurriyat Conference to pay tributes to the late Maulvi
Mohammad Farooq in Srinagar.
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2 Nov. Mufti Mohammad Sayeed of PDP is sworn in as the new Chief
Minister of J&K in a coalition arrangement with the Congress.

2003

9 Jan. Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed announced that the
Kargil Hill Development Council would be set up soon to speed-up
development in the border district of the Ladakh region.

23 May. In Kashmir gunmen shoot to death Abdul Majid Dar, the
former leader of Hizb, Kashmir’s largest Islamic rebel group, in what
may have been retribution for talks with the Indian government.

24 Mar. Suspected Islamic militants in Indian army uniforms drag 24
Hindus out of their homes, line them up outside a temple @d shoot
them to death in a remote village of Nandimarg in Kashmir.

18 Apr. Prime Minister Vajpayee extends hand of friendship to Pakistan
at Srinagar.

11 Jun. Lt. General S.K. Sinha takes over as Governor of the state.

26 Nov. Ceasefire along Line of Control . India accepts Pakistan offer.

2004

2 Jan. A day before Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s visit to -

Pakistan to attend the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) summit, two fidayeen (suicide squad) terrorists attack the
Jammu Railway Station killing four security force (SF) personnel and
injuring nine others and six civilians.

6 Jan. India and Pakistan agree to commence the process of ComPositc
dialogue from February 2004 to resolve all outstanding bilateral issues,
including Kashmir.

26 Jun. Militants kill 12 Gujjars (all Muslims).
25 Jul. Syed Salahuddin, chief of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, said in Islamabad

that the outfit will declare a ceasefire if the Indian government withdraws

149




1

KASHMIR: INSURGENCY AND AFTER

its troops from Jammu and Kashmir and begins tripartite negotiations
on the Kashmir issue.

7 Aug, Separatist leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani floats his own party, the
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, Jammu & Kashmir (TH). With support from his
parent organisation, the Jamaat-e-Islami, Geelani announced that he
will function as chairman of his TH as well as his faction of the APHC,

17 Nov. In a virtual rejection of Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf’s
new formula on Kashmir, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh states that

India will not accept any proposal for redrawing of the Intetnational
Border or further division of the country.

2005
29 Jan. to 7 Feb. Four-phase civic polls in Jammu and Kashmir held.

16 Feb. Pakistan and India agree to start a bus service between

* Muzaffarabad in Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK) and Srinagar

in Jammu and Kashmir from 7 April 2005, where people from Kashmir,
Pakistan and India can travel across the Line of Control (LoC) with
an entry permit. Foreign Minister Khurshid Kasuri announces this in
Islamabad in a joint statement with his Indian counterpart Natwar
Singh after talks between the two. :

6 Apr. A day before the bus from Srinagar to Muzaffarabad in Pakistan
Administered Kashmir is to be flagged off, two Fidayeen (suicide squad)
terrorists attack the Tourist Reception Centre which was reportedly
accommodating 24 passengers. Both the terrorists are killed in the
ensuing gun-battle and seven persons, were injured. 45 persons,
including the passengers, were evacuated to safety.

7 Apr. The trans-Line of Control (L3C) bus service between Srinagar
and Muzaffarabad commences without incident and passengers from
both sides arrive safely in the two capitals. While Prime Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh, flagged off the bus from Srinagar, Sikandar Hayat
Khan, the Prime Minister of Pakistan Administered Kashmir (PAK),
did the same in Muzaffarabad.
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17 Apr. In their talks in New Delhi, Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan
Singh, and the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, commit
themselves to increasing the frequency of the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service and commencing the Munabao-Khokhrapar railway link
by the end of December 2005. While the Prime Minister described the
talks as “very positive, fruitful and forward-looking,” Gen. Musharraf
said progress had been made in the discussions during which all issues,
including Jammu and Kashmir had come up.

Gen. Musharraf meets leaders of the separatist All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) at tlie Pakistan House in New Delhi on the night
of 17 April. Both factions of the APHC, led by Mirwaiz Umer Farooq
and Syed Ali Shah Geelani, meet the President separately and apprise
him of their views on the situation in J&K.

18 Apr. India and Pakistan underline that the peace process berween
the two countries is “now irreversible,” and agree to open trade across
the Line of Control (LoC) by allowing trucks between Srinagar and
Muzaffarabad, open the trans-LoC Poonch-Rawalakot route and rake
steps for the meeting of divided families along the LoC. Condemning
the attempts to distupt the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus service, the Prime
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, and the Pakistan President, Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, pledge in a joint statement that they “would not allow
terrorism to impede the peace process.”

2 Jun. The APHC faction headed by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq travels on
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus.

5 Sept. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh holds talks with leaders of
the Hurriyat Conference faction led by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq in New
Delhi and is reported to have assured that conditions will be created

for reduction of armed forces in Jammu and Kashmir if there is a

cessation of violence and an end to infiltration.

19 Sep. Syed Ali Shah Geelani describes Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf’s invitation to elected representatives of Jammu and Kashmir
as “contradictory” to Islamabad’s stance on Kashmir. “Pakistan in a
way has accepted the representative character of these political leaders
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and was surrendering its 57-year-old stand over the Kashmir issue,” he
said. ’

8 Oct. Earthquake hits J&K i
e quake hits ] on both sides of LOC. 87,000 people

2fNov. Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad becomes the Chief Minister
of J&K. '

7 Now. Chakain Da Bagh LOC point in Poonch district opened for
transfer of relief Material to the quake affected areas. Both sides of
J&K exchange relief material.

22 Nov. Five LOC points opened for civilian traffic

2006

7 Jan. Islamabad: President Gen Pervez Musharraf announces a four-
point formula on Kashmir. Four points include joint management by
India and Pakistan if the state of Jammu and Kashmir, demilitarisation
identify regions and self rule to five region for three regions of the staté
on the Indian side and two on Pakistan side.

25‘ I‘:eb. First All party Round Table Conference hosted by Prime
Minister at New Delhi. The conference boycotted by Separatists.

24 Apr. Bypolls to four Assembly Constituencies including three in
Baramulla district and one in Doda district. In some of the
constituencies like Bhaderwah the voter rurnout was seventy per cent

1 May. 35 Hindus killed in Doda and Udhampur area of Jammu region.

24 May. Second Round Table Conference. Five working groups are

announced to study various issues of Jammu and Kashmir including
Centre-State relations.

19 Jun. Second trans LOC bus service starts wi
: th the start of th
Poonch-Rawalakot bus service. o e

6 Jul. Eight new districts of J&K carved out.
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11 Jul. Polls to Pakistan administered Jammu and Kashmir held. Sardar
Attique Rehman becomes Prime Minister.

3 Aug. British Prime Minister Tony Blair compares Chechnya, Irag
and Afghanistan conflicts with Kashmir.

28 Oct. Former Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad
Sayeed says that his ‘self-rule formula for Kashmiris on both sides of
the Line of Control’ is the possible solution to the Kashmir crisis.

2007

6 Feb. Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed and his daughter, People’s Democratic Party (PDP) chief
Mehbooba Mufti ask the state government to withdraw their security
guards and urge Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad to honour his word
to withdraw troops.

1 Mar. Mehbooba Mufti, president of the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), a partner in the ruling coalition in Jammu and Kashmir, meets
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh here Thursday and demands the
reduction of troops in the militancy-hit state and revocation of special
powers to the security forces.

15 Mar. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh tells the PDP—partner in
Jammu & Kashmir coalition government—that troop reduction in
civilian areas of the state is not possible immediately and that any
decision on this can be taken only after assessing the infiltration level
around mid-summer. The Prime Minister says the Centre feels that the
security situation is not ripe and conducive at the moment to take any
decision on demilitarisation. “If the diminishing trend (in violence)
continues in summer, we can review the situation,” he said.

24 Apr. The Third Round Table Conference (RTC) on Jammu and
Kashmir is held in New Delhi on 24 April. Separatists boycott the
Conference but it is ‘attended by Jammu and Kashmir Democratic

Liberation Party (JKDLP), headed by Hashim Qureshi.
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2.7.-28 Apr. Former Prime Minister of PAJK, Sardar Abdul Qayum Kh

visits New Delhi. Meets Prime Minister Manmohan Singh fo:’:ler Pr'an’
M{mster LK. Gujral, J&K Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi, Azad forrlxr1n i
chief minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and Farooq Abdulla:h i

8 Jun. fx purported a.l Qaeda CD is reported to have referred to Kashmir

as the “Gateway of Jihad against India”. The Government of India has

g:lp)ortsdly ordered an investigation to judge the authenticity of the
that carried . i

o ed-a recorded statement of an Urdu speaking masked

17 Jun. The Northern Command’s General Officer Commanding-in-
F:hlcﬁ Lt. Gen. H. S. Panag puts the deployment of Army persognnel
in the state to 3, 37,000. According to him, only 25 per cent of this
number are into in depth counter-insurgency operations within th.

state. Of the rest, 45 to 50 per cent are deployed along the LoC an:;

Actual Line of Control to counter-infiltration and the remaining are
at permanent locations (garrisons), including support services. On the

s . S .
trength of militants active in the State, the Army commander said

t aﬁ‘ 1 g V V ]l n ()f terrorist
d 13 dat Om various agencies ha (< (4 Caled the Cad.COU
t T Sts
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