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Narrow communalism, fundamentalism devoid of humanism does
not come within its perview. A uniformity in the perception of State
power, based on the universal character of the system of vari-
ous religions and beliefs influences the specific character of in-
dian political culture and political parties. “Religion by itself is
neither superstitious nor obscurantist, it is social conditions which
make it'so or otherwise. For this one needs to study both the
sociology and politics of refigion. Hinduism has for thousands of
years influenced specificity of Indian cuiture and India’s socio
political development. It still dominates the present institutions.
The special trait of Hinduism is tolerance. The essence is
‘Servadharma Sambhava.’ It existed from the very begining but
for the present ghastly communal riots under the direct impact
of secularization process. Religious minorities used to co-exist

with Hindus just as peacefully.

Hindu tolerance is just as paradoxical. The archaic beliefs,
untouchability and profound philosophy is combined with poly--

theism and the crudest magic. In world— view religion is striking
in tolerance but shows extreme intolerance where the ritual
sphare and preservation of ritual statutes are concerned. ‘ltis a
strange paradox wrote S. Radha Krishnan, “and yet nothing more
than the obvious truth that while the social life of an individual is
bound by the regiours of caste, he is free to roam in the matter
of opinion.”

(S. Radha Krishnan, Indian Philosophy p.p. 16—17, New York
London 1851).

 Hinduism and the caste system withstood every thing even
the Muslim conquest. “The caste system” wrote C. Boughle, “al-
lows all regimes to pass over its head, it alone remains.”
(C. Boughle, Essays on the Caste system, Cambridge 1951 P.P.
55-56) It was British conquest and rise of Capitalism and the
ideas of egalitarianism dissemenated by democracy that posed

. a serious challenge to the traditional Hinudsm. The conflict with

Europian cufture was a conflict with a rapidly secularised cul-
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ture. European culture proved its superiority by means of new
armaments-that crushed the sepoy rebellion, and cheap texti!e
imports, and not in the sphare of religious thought. The reform in
Hinduism and process of secularization, two opposite trends sur-
faced — Westernization and Sanskritisation. The Westerniza-
tion has two aspects, in the West, to actas a fervent propagan-
dist of Hinduism, while in India to advocate reforms and West-
ernization.

Sanskritization is anti-thesis of Westernization. It is spread-
ing the orthodox way of life of the higher castes among the lower

ones, an aggressive assertion of Hindu orthodoxy. Lala 'Lajpat
Rai, a patriot, evolved a synethesis and defined Westernization

in the following way ‘—

“the need of restoring the ancient spirit of Vama-Ashrama
system with change dictated by modern conditigns of life
— opening the life of ‘Dvijas to the non-brahamins - the
immediate removal of untouchability and the uplift of
Shudras’. (Religion in Modem india by Baid R. Mahohas,
New Delhi 1931 P.P. 158).

British gave impetus to the process of secularizatipn in lndig
followed by the State of independent India. The colom_al authori-
ties promulgated laws that ran counter to Hindu tradupqns (P(o-
hibition of Sati, legal equality of different castes, possibility of in-
ter-caste marriages etc.) This impact of state is still greater'on
Hinduism, opening of temples to the untouchable and adopting
the Hindu code, which fundamentally changed the Hindu family
law. A new religious trend in the process has surfaced known as
neo-Hinduism. It travels West. Its pioneer was Swamn
Vivekananda. The Vama system still persists even after recogni-
tion of the caste legal equality. The system of caste constitutes
social organization. The Brahamins remain at the top,

untouchables at the bottom, though not so much and not only
becuse they are untouchable but because they are poor and
uneducated. There is no class stratification in the modern sense,




ERSITY Of A212215AN 1.2
CERCSAN L IBRARIES

&IV,

438

classes emerge, but for traditi ivisi
, aditional divisions are i
on class ones. superimposed

Indian National liberation movement gave a [
and it prova_ad an vital instrument for nationgl consoslizra\:ignmvyr?ctz
fought against the varied centrifugal forces. The movemént wa
ex;reme!y hetrogeneous. It could not be anti-refigious. The secus
lansm'of movement and ideology of the party was nét Wester-
Sepulansm, pluralism has its own, Hindu foundations and nc:;
akin to thfe pluralism of European communities. Leaders failed to
make their movement religious reformist for the Hindus and purel
secular for all the religious minorities. P

Hinduism and Parliamentary system was e i
ous developments. The local Self éovemment Vlg:\c;?/%si)e,ﬂp(rseo\c:
ernments formed during Colonial period, gradﬂal expansion of
suffrgge and the authority of the new organs. Since the earl
20th Century laid the basis of universal suffrage introduced afte};
independence. The potential and tradition of Indian parliamentary

~ system has its own pecularity and is linked with the specificity of

f:tcglarised Hinduism. Through protracted secularisation it has
e sg:cdes;cig fgatures as pluralism, ideological tolerance, ac-
e inevitability and justice of hieraichi i :
and the ideal of asceticism. Ficnical diferences
Leaving aside archaic fed
- ' ual communal culture
Parliamentarism has three opponents in the developing counl

~ tries, which are omnipresent in different forum. These tenden-

cies are "‘Secular progress oriented ideologi itariani

and spmal jgstice which lead to one partygsfjsstgneﬁi?ltl;?;%?gz
torships as in Pakistan usually emerged, as the o’nly alternative
to acgte 'soc:Ial and ideological strife, and theocratic tendencies |
so strinkingly manifested by R.S.S., V.H.P.,, and Shiv Sena com:
bine and Iran, in other Muslim countries a;s well.” It gdes to the

credit of classical Hinduism, which places firm barriers in the

way of each.of these tgndencies, Despite Indian poverty and
enormous differences in incomes, the implanting of Chinese
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model on Indian soil has proved impossible. The polls show that
98 percent of the Indians are believers. “The ideological vaccume
exists only in some groups of the untouchables and among some
young intellectuals. Hinduism stil hold sway over the minds of

the bulk of Indians.”
(Historical Traditions of
Publishers — MoSCow).
Morecver, there is other factor— the specifically anti-egalitar-
ian ideas and values of Hinduism unlike Islam — basically egali-
tarian religion. This trait of Hinduism — averse to egalitarianism
is inherent inbuilt in the continued faith in Karma. “A 1970 poll
showed that 44.2 percent of the Indians belief their social posi-
tion to be determined by Karmas, the percentage rises to 55.4
among the illiterate and falls to 22.7 among the most educated
part.” (A.A. Kutsenkov, The Evolution of the Indian Caste,

East and West— P. 59 NAUKA

Moscow 1983 P. 248 in Russian). “But that means that the great .

maijority of Indians, precisely those indians, have the strongest
reasons for discontent, belief their position to be fair”

Having faith in karma implies, as it were, acceptance of in-
equality, it is anti-egalitarianism rooted not even in the indians
consciousness but in semi consciousness, an anti-egalitarian-
ism which survives even ideological or intellectual acceptance of
egalitarian ideas and attenuates these ideas. But this position of
Hinduism is ambivalent. It does not only approve inequality, itto
some extent looks at it contemptuously. It also devalues it. The
highest ideal of Hinduism is attainment of release, an ascetic
ideal. “Mr. Singer points to @ relatively low social prestige of the
capitalist in India. (M. Singer, When a great tradition Modemises,
London 1972, P. 351). Gandhi spurned power — is the best ex-
ample of the tendency among some politicians, rejection of power

as something unmeasurably more honourable than acceptance
of it.

But the entire system of Hindu Values is deeply opposed to
radical egalitarian ideologies. The division of Society into castes
is the main hurdle to egalitarism ideologies.

A
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The loyalty is attached not so much to the
caste fac;ﬁon within the party, which makes lncg?::y pzfﬁfsl?lﬁ?c; (i)r
composition _and gives rise to dual tendency — the tendencn
.towards forming large amorphous parties with broad ideolog l};
is to be observed that Hinduism protects the Indian parliamiin
tary system from radical ideologies — specifically egalitarian one-

A strong resistance to military dictatorship i isi

o tancs rship is also visible in
the spemﬁce of Hln.dwsm.‘ To establish dictatorship despite on
occasions State belng close to political anarchy is sheer impos-
tsigarl]hsty, No dictatorship can cope with great and varied contradic-

Itis possible to find partial solutions withi '

in parliamentary ambit
through constant mutual compromises constant balancir?;; of di-
verse mter_'ests, whereas, even a dictatorship standing above all
par’ues, will arouse opposition. The case of Pakistan— close
g;ughbourer isin ?Ight. Indira Gandhi’s emergency was opposed

emergence of an extremely beterogene iti

e Slomenta, y geneous coalition of all

_But that is not the only point here. The point i i

lndlg a military power does not have 'che‘nepce'gfs:asr;/a ':1%:21‘3;:2
thority to lay claims to political power. In traditional Hindu society
power was exercised by the warriors, the Khashtriyas. But this
caste is not the highest and model for other castes fhe other
_Castg — the Abmami Brahaman — Scholars, and {he highest
ideal is the Synnyasi, the Ascetic Brahmin. In th'e election by and
large, Brahmans and Brahman model, the model of an ascetic
of yvandenng monk and scholar, moves into the foreground'
eclipses the warrior Khashtriya model. ,

Thus we see that in absence of a tend ili

W : : ency towards a mifi-
;anré ruli is lrt\terlmked to a certain specific features of Hinduism
and certain raits of the mass consciousness of indi

into being by Hinduism. Findians brougnt

Last but not the least, the threat ' 7
' ut n , posed of Hindu Communal-
ist Organisations for a clerical theocratic tendency — is als:)

tion on Indian national scenario, this is a
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alien to Hinduism, for a religion without orthodoxy cannot have
either clericalism or theocracy.

But a tendency a strong one recently has engulfed the situa--

tendency towards the
homogenisation of Hinduism, as well as a tendency towards tol-
erance and aggressiveness so uncharacteristic of Hinduism.
Hinduism is too pluralistic to actas a chohesive religious — Po-

~ litical force.

From the above analysis itis sufficiently discemible that Hin-
duism undoubtedly sustains the stability of Indian parliamentari-
anism, creating for it axiological and psychological foundations
that are quite different from those of Western parliamentary his-

tory.
However, in India today the threat to secularism democr;acy,
very much embeded in its traditions, a political culture innate in
our traditional system is posed by @ strong possibility of the emer-
gence of new lolyalties, which may prove to be stronger then the
loyalty of State, and which may break down legal parliamentary
institutions. The growth of ethnic conflicts tearing the country
apart, and the growth of aggressive Hindu communalism
eptimoised on the issue of Ram Janam Bhoomi — Babri Mosque
and consequent communal holoqust and clear out slogans for
the establishment of ‘Hindu Raj is misbeat of our past glory and
traditions. “If the progressive, patriotic forces continue their
present internecine warfare the victory of Indian Facism against
the divided forces of secularism (traditional Hindu values) is

envitable.

Nehru, said in the thirties that if Fascism come to India it will
do so wearing a Hindu mask.

National politics is in utter bedlam. A decisive turning point
has reached in India’s post independence history.

We are all proud of Hindu heritage, but we should be far
prouder — let we shout from the house tops of our Indian herit-
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age, the legacy of civilisation where Hindu and Muslims together
have r_eached an enchanting sysethesis. Tagore in unfree India
§etup in (1921) Vishavabharti where he invited the world, invok-
ing the Veda, “as if it were a single next” ‘Yatra WShwan;bha va
tyeke neetami”).

Let me conclude this essay on political culture with
Mohammad Igbals poem, ‘New Temple which he wrote as long
ago as 1905,

“The city of the heart has been desolate

foo fong, let us build a new temple in this

land of ours our birth should be the highest
amongst the shrines of the world.

The Bhaktas song contains Shakti;

And Shanti, power and peace,

And the salvalion of humanity lies only in love.

(Transiated by Qurat-ul-ainn Hydery).

APPEND!X—-7

TRIBAL FOLK OF KASHMIR
E——

The phase of primitive bliss, in which innocent shepherds
and hilimen of the State lived displays a nostalgia for the past.
The sad shepherd has ceased to be a symbol of an innocent
and unspoilt way of life. His traditional “Smooth life” with rough
reality has been destroyed. For him the Age of anxiety has set
in. In economic terminology, “Natural Economy of Barter sys-
tem” has been replaced by “Capitalist’ production for market.

Prior to 1947, the socio economic formation of State besides
feudalism presented myriade — sub-system of economy. A con-
siderable size of population mostly Gujjars and Bakerwalls, led
a migratory life called “pastorialism.” In political economy it is
just form of maintaining existence, “the tribe not settingina fixed
place, but using up what it finds locally and then passing on.” It
was a way of life to roam like wild animals. It corresponds to the
undeveloped stage of production at which people live by “cattle
raising.” “Among the migratory pastoral tribes the community is
in fact always united,” a travelling party, caravan, horde, and forms
of higher and lower position develop out of the conditions of this
mode of life. The pastoral peoples property is naturally existing

products of the earth...”. (Pre-capitalist socio-economic forma-
tions. (Marx-Engles P.38).
A big chunk of Gujjar propulace live in jungles in a State of
primitivism and thus carry on settled cultivation on the hill sides.
Their population in the State, (as asserted by certain sources)
is approximately about 15 lakhs, may be it includes ‘Phari Seg-
ment, but Pharis claim separately their number about 5 lakhs.
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However, these figures need verification by latest Census
Statistics.

Gujjar Political Consciousness and Political Reality :

Itis most dificult to integrate them, because the main current
of freedom movement left them unaffected and the common
patriotic consciousness that is the heritage of other state people
is not dominant factor in their case. Our freedom movement
reachgd these people in the shape of occasional rumours. This
segment of population in the State lived in horrible conditions of
‘apami}eid.’

Stéte peoples anti-feudal struggle largely left, ‘Gujjars’ and
‘Pharis’ untouched firstly because of the extreme lack of com-
munication, living as they did in inaccessible terrains, hill tops,

jungles, extreme corners of the state and partly because of their
backwardness and mass illiteracy.

The essence of state peoples struggle for freedom was
a process of unleashing of a ‘liberating force.’ This force did
not even effect the frontier people in most of these far flung belts.
On the contrary they were prepared the other way round through
the efforts of ‘Toadies,” corrupt officials, priests (Peers). The popu-
lace was subdivided on tribal forms, with a chief of the tribe who

in most cases was ‘Lord Spiritual and Temporal — ruthless ex-
ploiter.

Their tale of inhuman exploitation runs into centuries. In the
distribution of wealth, sad Gujjars and Pharis since time imme-
morial have remained a populace more of rags than riches. The
spirit of Democracy is still to take roots in the community. The
challenges are basic — social inequality and weak political
institutions. Lakhs suffer from malnutrition sickness and illit-
eracy and have ony primitive housing. They borrow money from
money-lenders, big farmers nd contractors on occasions of birth,
death and marriage. They secure such loans only after selling
the produce at cheap prices or on heavy rate of interest. Thus -
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ighing sale

the tribals are exploited through less wages, ugdeurr\évr?;gsrgr;% s
of consumer products t0 them gt premium ana p e e,
at unremunerative prices. In most cases o
prqdu\?:a nd is not guaranteed, their wages are r_w_ot fixed a il
fr:]ﬁnoa:d pbonded labourers remain un-rehabilitated, PRI \
TRADER AND POWER. )
The Gujjars are extremely socially backyvard. Trrr\]i ;tl;pgfélh
tions and myths have had enveloped the gntlre Con?oiters) .Toad-
ies still persist and previous chieftians gexp et ,e -y
‘FendenCI donned new political forms for exploitation; sinc ap:
s haVhe enetrated in their economic segtor Aand na ur"
tachosr?;m; zaps vanished. Guijars, Pharis believe in Pirs; generally

e .
ossess superstitious cravings. . |

i Guijjars mostly inhabit Jammu region. In pre-independence

" era Jammu could throw up only a few oasis of patriotic fervour,

i i Mus-
(Mirpur, Chenani and Kashmin pocﬁetfs l’l:OF\)/Z?::r?g'i sir:rr{ilgular >
' d behind in forward marcn o n il
J;rg;ggsvien Kashmiri's took a great leap forward - 1c;2\7/esrzj "
of Mdslim Conference into Nationa(l Cl?fr;f?rff:]r?:'state or s00d
i ' ' dership (elite) i€ .
tion. section of Muslim leg ;
to a deserted village.
olitically Jammu turned in I |
" Aftery Independence in Jammu, Kashnjm democrat(% upstaarrt;
hobnobed with yesterdays nobodies, Toadies, dm wg‘s Ulraatggj .
without any past and tradition mere ploys to be manip

. ‘
Jammu Muslim politics became special target S;Izuscgwﬁztézd
In place of old ‘Chieftions, sarda.rs new sym et
o FWJ'ribe\ls representing trinty- ‘Preist, Trader F‘ower.l o
gmong dence phase, among Guijjars etc. economic deve opmt "
mderéee?mitew taken p,lace. But this has been the develogmlsn
r(]Sa]usjjars and Phari elite not development of common pe ple.

Itis a lopsided development strategy, neglectlgg et:]]ecg;?\lgraerg

iiars. The major fruits of devglopment have bes merse
e by the urban, rural and tribal upper crust (ehtgs) ‘
g:;l)ng:at\zeen the ric'h and poor amongd Guijars has widened.
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Feudalism from below :

Power crazy politicians, organisational Perfunctories and
MLAs have t_urned petty agents, main emphasis is on reserva-
tion of jobs, improvement of pastures, improved water supply
and schools, It has created, to quote D.D. Kosambi, “feudalism
from belpw.” The outcome of evolution of property and its socio-
cultural implications has been complex. It is local, small scale
Eragmented socio economic system rather than social forma;
tion. It is petty, ltis culture of despair. The new upper class among
the Guyars and “Pharis” is quite different from old “Tribal Sardars”
and rellg{ous leaders, who were feudal. it is emerging upper crust
a new ell.te, a product of towns — traders, priests, lawyers and
power ehtg — MLAs, Ministers etc. Their constitutents are at a
stage of primitive jungle culture, and the new upper crust lives in
posh colonies of Srinagar and Jammu.

.'_rhe politics of new ‘Rich Political Aristocracy’ of Guijjars is
politics gf cleavage — to create chasm between Gujjars and
Noq-Guugrs, Pharies and non-pharies. It is a designed political
engineering py upper crust to exploit the sentiments of ethnicity
a_nc_i economic disparity. Ethenicity is not the most ideological
d|V|S|on,_ instead it is the class, that is central to the ideology of
the dominant classes. Ethenicity is of more recent vintage. Cen-
tral tq economics is the surplus extracted from the peaéantry
agrarian sector, (which includes Gujjars and pharies) and thé
urban working class. The uneven development is very basis
gnd nature of capitalists system. The trevesty of the situation
is that'the Gujjars and Bukerwals are exploited by government
?Oair;c%& corrupt bureaucrates, local MLAs and greedy-contrac-

nd power crazy politicians. Thi i i
stitutes a new middl)(/e l:c):lass. # Thisleadersnip of Gujars con-

Political Autonomy best means of integrati

_ gration : State gov-
emment has constituted boards, advisory in nature. Theregis a
de_mand for.status of Schedule Tribe in accordance with Consti-
tution of India. The Tribals of State not only speak different lan-
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guages but also have different culture of their own. In view of
socio-economic, refigious pattern of living, these cultures vary
from tribe to tribe and region to region. The Tribal people live in
different economic stages. The assimilation of these tribes should

be compatible with heterogeneity of cultures.

The problem of their integration will not be solved merely by
giving them a few schools, hospitals, roads and jobs. They need
a greater measure of political autonomy. The attempts to
force them to adopt the language of the region, they inhabit and
forget their own language and culture is not likely to succeed
and is bound to arouse fierce opposition. instead of dual control
of Union and state what is needed autonomy, even at district
Council level. There is a provision for Tribal Advisory Council —
to advise on such matters pertaining to the welfare and advance-
ment of Scheduled Tribes, such an autonomy is of advisory na-
ture. It is an autonomy in name only and is not likely to develop
acrording to their own genius and culture. Many changes in our
constitution will have to be made to meet the aspirations of Gujjars
and Pharies. In economic sector also Agro-Industrial Complexes
of poor Gujjars and Pharies are to be organised to mechanise
the processing of milk, butter and cheese.

The great poet, Makhdoom says .—

There are remains of the night,
There is some darkness
and yet there is some
Whiteness of the dawn.
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APPENDIX—'8

THE THEORY OF RACE AND
LANGUAGE HISTORY AND POLITICS

Mr. Akhter Mohiu-ud-Din, a noted Kashmiri writer and critique
has dabbled to construct the theory of origins and formation of
Kashmir race on the premises of cultural Anthropology, Archival
History, and Kashmiri literary heritage and linguistics.

Identity and racial problems take up a large place in the life of
mankind today. Theoretical questions of the historical develop-
ment and functioning of ethnic communities, ethnic processes
in various parts of the sub-continent, relations between different
Nationalities, issues in race studies and unmasking of racism

" and chauvnism-such is the range of problems discussed by eth-

nographers, anthropologists, historians, a philosopher, sociolo-
gists and legal experts.

There are certain standards to deal with many ethnic and
racial problems in a scientific way, one needs a deep theoretical
comprehension of the main categories and concepts in ethnic
and race studies e.g. ‘race,’ ‘racial type,’ ‘ethnos,’ ‘ethnic com-
munity,’ ‘population,” etc. In race formations or peoples formation
process ‘problem of theory,” occupies a key position. The. spe-
cialists show how both races (biological categories), and ethnic
communities change in the course of historical development under
the influence of numerous factors. This is particularly true to eth-
nic communities, which undergo substantial changes in the
course of historical development under the influence of numer-
ous factors. They include the ethnic composition of the popula-
tion, the religions practised, the presence of traditional or newly
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established economic and cultural ties, the possession or ab-
sence of language of inter-regional-natlonal inter-course.

' implification have less.
The standard approach or any kind of su_nph
scope here than in any other field. Any natlo_nal problem needs
to be analysed dialectically and objeqtively, with due regard to all
its aspects, ethnic separation in particular.

In this background, let us analyse, authors formulation of the
iderlgt;[/hof Kashgr;niri people inthe chapter | and sound the t'enatt?ll-
ity of his premise to construct and gvplve the same. The iden gy
of Kashmiri people. Prior {0 examining authqrs s‘haky gfqun s
and wrong inferences, it is incumbent to define ethnos'’ in the
concrete formulation of ethnic features. Thus some, researcr_\-
ers regard language and culture as fundamer!tal features qf this
kind, others add to these territory, and ethmc self cpnscuggs-
ness, (concerned with typology); still others include in addition
the pecularities of psychological make up,. a fourth group com-

- mon origin and state affiliation and fifth group sees the essence

of the ethnos only in specific psycholggical sterotypes. The
learned author hardly noticed the distinctions between clqse an-
thropological types. He therefore general!y _regard_s ethnic com-
munities as an integral physical antropoligical unit. But_despﬂe
the fact that in everyday life it is the layman who determines the
ethnic “we-they” opposition, racial distinction in most cases aré
not essential ethnic features. And so much because there are
no ‘pure’ racially unmiuxed ethnai, but rath_er because there are
no clear-cut physical anthopoligical boundanes'between adjacent
communities belonging to oné of the races. It' is true that such a
situation may arise as a result of the migration of a part of the
‘ethnos in question.”

The authors formulation of Kashmiri race is psgudp-scnen-
tific, there are clear cut physical and psychica_l distinctions b_e-
wween race and hereditary causes aré requnmble for these QIs—
tinctions. These concepts may be dividgd into two cate”gones
known as the “typological, and populationist approaches.
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The essence of the first a '
: tine pproach is that a race is re
taysp 2 t\?vtsihctz pf -thﬁ individuals belonging to single morphc?lzg;?c?;
, is inherited from generation to generat
netic basis for this view is the h St eration. The ge-
: ypothesis that' plei ism’ i
responsible for the main racial features. t plefioropisnis

The other concept, the ioni
o , populationist one, considers
r;;c;gzzljlryego;med cotrTbination of morphological and phys?oﬁgie
mong the population of certain territ isi .
of Kashmiri Nationality. it is obvi o oo
' . : ious that, such a viewpoi
vides a mare solid ground for & i d crit oo
Xposing and criticisi i
advocated by the author in his book.g g reastheony

sorb'\ﬁjvgi?fgféifs mixled population in Kashmir, which had ab-

racial components over a long peri

complete isolation, always tended e o s
, eventually to develop int -

rate races, no less consolidated than other races fgnﬂgdsferg?n

_ genetically more homogneous population.

Most of the major human races h i

_ _ ave their presence in Asia
Eragos;_t:jcontment bgmg part of it. These are Mongoloid, the
e ;fr els :;1:23 g\rl]e/grqldg, and the Australoid. The Europeoid,race

sia by various types of southem B
Armenoid, Indo-Afghan and oth e iy
, er types); these t
lent among the peoples of north o 1115 2 et o et
t ern India. It is a historical

that Kashmir is located in northe i oo
_ mil r India. On the advent of
in Kashmir, it smoothered ethnic differences because it enlcii)amnﬂ-l

~ passed people who, although differing in their level of social eco-

gﬁgﬂctﬁevelopment, a}ll belonged to the same broad historical

and neofngg:;aphnc rfegulJn, or to closed related areas. The substi-
: nse of religious identity for se ic i

ness still occurs in this part of lndia.y fethnic consots:

devl‘:;e ::leen flayed by econpmic and cultural factors in ethnic
dev p is a very considerable one. Itis of interest first of

.o nqtfe that a pgoples numerical strength and demographic
tcomposm'on and directly influenced and their economic cultural
ype, the importance of the nature of economic activity in origi-
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nating ethnic distinctions was noted by eminent anthropologists
with regard to the ancient Hebrews, who had become different
from other pastoral semitic people by shifting to Agriculture.

professor D.D. Kosambi, using scientific methodology for his
investigations writes. “The need to impart trade goods, particu-
larly salt and metal. difficult transport lowering of grain processes
with great increase in Vilage settiements. A Kashmiri village could
not be as nearly seff sufficient as one in India. The main influ-
ences cultivated or imported deliberately from outside the valley
were Indian, first Buddhism and than Brahmanism in developed

form.
In the next chapter of the Book, the author dialates on ‘The

Antiquity of the Kashmir language and stresses that the Kashmiri
language is the chief ingredient of the ethnicity. He complains

about the ‘unhealthy, attitude of the Kashmiri Sanskrit authors '

towards their own mother tongue. He reproaches Kalhan for his
pro-Sanskrit attitude and his bias for local language. : '

The author is quite unfamiliar that — “Class and Nation State”
is the basis of language and literature. Language is not to be
constructed as a static concept and free from muttiform influ-
ences and social transformations. The class factors in the an-
cient Kashmiri literature is seen in the fact in the most ancient
period fo Kashmiri history, Kashmir including north India had its
written language and literature in Sanskrit. it was not spoken by
the common people who had their own spoken language. The
literary tradition in Kashmiri dates back to the 13th century when
sitikantha choose “the language of the people intelligible to al’
for his ‘Mahajana Prakisa, a saiva (Tantra) treatise.

When class conflicts appeared in the form of mass anti-

Breahaman mo
that the major literary works of Buddhism were written.

minated sociey took the form
icularly ‘Rishi movement’ of

The first revolt against Caste do
of Bhakti movement, in Kashmiri part

vement, revolt was ‘Pali’ in which language of .
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Ruhis Nund Rishi, Lal Ded, which was the beginning of the for-
mation of what are todays spoken and written languages of the
North which includes Kashmir. That was how the modern lan-
guages took shape. This new trend in Kashmiri literature assimi-
lates all that is grand in the ancient Sanskrit in the medieval Per-
sian and Arabic, absorbs that is democratic and radical in the
Bhakti movement as well as in the subsequent renaissance
movement-anti caste, anti communal, anti-colonial and anti feu-
dal landiordism.

The principles that Gramci (ltalian Thinker) most powerfully
formulates : “there is no” ‘parthenogeneis’ in cultural history, lan-
guage does not merely produce other language” does not change
by reacting solely upon itself : on the contrary, “innovations oc-
cur through the interference of different cultures’ — cuitures, of
course, are subject to the same process.

Literary reaction to superposed cuitural forms is not only a
literary problem. Again it was Gramci who understood better than
anyone-except Bakhtin. For Gramci language, above all as mani-
fested in literature, was the very paradigms of hegomonic power,
as he put it, every time the question of the language surfaces, in
the way or another it means that a series of other problems are
comming to the fare.

The east ward cultural consequences of the eastward
expansing of the world cultural system represented by Islam, the
development of the modern regional languages in north India
cannot possibly be understood. In similar way Iran functioned as
Indias west, especially in the 15th and 16th century and we can
‘perceive India as Chinese west. “There is nothing ‘pure’ nothirig

~ ones' to refrieve in same past, as reactionary politics believes,

there is nothing ‘authentic,’ nothing beyond the process itself. It
is thus that the study of language and literature becomes part of
general history,” as Gramsci put it, and ‘not pointless and merely
crudite. Whose cultural is it anyway? that since it is at once no-

* body’s culture and everybodys culture.

163

(Problem of space puts constraints : Archival Historical

aspects | will deal seperately in next issue).

‘ relativism’'— rds his-
The author suffers from Cuitural relatuvu_sn_w rega
tory as a process of quantitative changes within the framework

o - ds
i tion characteristic of every people. He regar
o e s uncomparable cuitures

an society as the sum of unique and
zl:\?civi\izatigws. Scientificially differences ir} the cultural lgyels oft
people do not depend on any racial or national pecglantugs rt:u
on particular stages of historical development. Scientifically rt aCs
been proved, that the development of peoples take place in ac-
cordance with universal social laws. The people have certain

basic features in common at certain historigal‘ staggs of_ theu;
development, despite their national characteristics. Distortion ot
one feature or another in the historical and culturgl developmen
of peoples has always been motivated by rgactuonary cle‘xssfm-
terests. Cultures are never other than hybrodlzed and cerolization
pecomes the normal cultural condition.

i isi ically unsound, em-
Authors formulations are ep|S|tesmo|og|ca .
pirically and linguistically weak, historically deficient for fault o;
presuppositions. Yet the questions, author has posed are har

and good and will not go away.

——
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