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feudal and autocratic Raj in the state in thirties. ‘Misrule’ of the Dogra
rulers in Kashmir had caused a lot of anguish in the British Press but it hagd
not drawn a flake of criticism in Delhi and Julendhar newspapers.

In the contemporary history of Kashmir 13% J uly 1931 is an important
milestone. On this day sky was cast with dark clouds and there was dust
storm —the situation outside Srinagar jail was surly and gloomy, people in
thousands had gathered to hear about the trial of an Abdul Qadeer who
was being tried for sedition inside the Jail. At noon when people were
preparing for prayers police arrested five of them. This made them restive
and they raised slogans against the government and in support of the
young Pathan who had, few days back, given vent to peoples sentiments
by raising his voice against cruel and unjust Dogra rulers. The ruthless
Dogra soldiers opened fire on innocent people killing twenty one of them
and injuring scores. So apathetic were the autocratic rulers that it ignored

even treatment of the injured. This incident was followed by imposition of
Martial Law and a reign of terror. No sooner did this news reach outside
world than there was resentment all over the sub-continent. The Lahore
press particularly Inqalab, Zamindar and papers owned and edited by
Kashmiris raised a forceful voice against mayhem. The brutal killing of
innocent people had provoked a lot of criticism against the autocratic
rulers in the British press. But ironically the entire Julendhar press Hind
Samachar, Milap, Partap and many others justified the firing on the inno-
cent and supported the brute action against humanity. These papers in
their editorials and columns condemned the people’s revolt against the
autocracy and also castigated the leadership of the state. These papers
totally distorted the news from Kashmir and carried banner headlines like,
“The Revolt of Mustim Slaves™, “Invasion of Hindu State by Muslims”
etc. Even some papers owned by Sikh Organization like “Akali” official
organ of Akali Dal condemned Muslim agitation and supported the Maha-
raja. Not only that, these newspapers distorted facts about Kashmir and
even made efforts to create hurdles for Kashmir supportive Lahore pa-
pers, Writes Saraf, “Hindu press and leadership in the Punjab Succeeded
in persuading the British Governor to take action against the daily Inqalab,
Lahore which was spearheading the campaign for reforms in Kashmir”,

It had not been only during the movement for restoration of
rights and battle for ending of autocracy in the state that Delhi and Julendhar
press had been discriminatory against Kashmir but even later the apart-
heid continued. It is ironic that Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah who pre-
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: to the Muslim League, Liquate A.h
T Moha NehcguAallin?iﬁlZ[;ld:l]s;ofailed to be th'e darling of ;l);fesrs cn)rl;
vt alfl‘d 2/113 ?:$$?y have some votaries in the left/;st Erriecs;nbsLttz) e
B 0 i i ed him as *‘Am .
e e e agiziz::x:’? Sfdle‘;g;.n; war of attrition s.tarte(i b;t:(/j&;\ear;
e o De]'h‘b btfriend Nehru. In this war New pelhl and u o
s hlsNe;ru To give a bad name 0 Shéﬂfh somi J%Jl el
bt Su?Pf)rted‘ eabm.)t Sh:ikh Abdullah plans to Jou.l'US(;\ . The o
e <t:1a es.loumalism Gira Lal Jain, R.K. Karanji an‘ rr;:m):n there
Sy hlantile against this once best bet of Congress llr;‘ o s
\lzers;:noi: (;;\\Jlt}I le(lztS no stone unturned to pk:n hi}:ntd}?ew:éu’gg } D\Zlhi L das
" whal i
e ‘WaS Feadt ab?uetnt:; i:;:ir?:yhei?n’.yl remember a cpuple mecj,[?or:;g;sl
i i S‘preadm'ghVDewar\ Bernider Nath of Press Asia Interna o
W hor ith B.G.Koshy, Editor Onlooker Bpmbay (.tl}e T%fthe
(Plzi) - aln\:\):(‘)z \ft:r) lr; th.ese meeting also he was highly critica
and paper -In
roleilzyed by New Delhi press. o ——
True there were some exceptions 1n the New Del o O eadors
litanrrlll:wspapers that refused to be persuaded to pain
po

a“d ashm ()l t mu COlO rs. Khele were some peOp]e W]lO dld

“Ot toe [he Off]Cia‘ l‘l“e ()f pl()"ecti“g the KaSlllllll pl Oble“l ()U[ 01 CO“[eXt.

the history and jaundice

! i list who refused to betray . that

There vere Soir:iziloiu; r;idia. But,was seen that ﬂ}ere were :(‘igt:)‘al?aesshmir,

the p]:bllC‘ f;s”mg like Humpty Dumpty”'when “hcodnﬁzzi?r o he com

had \e/en se—aname in Indianjoumahsm touc c;) 1o of lics. Kuldip
B.G. Vargeese ~ d published a bunale :

. ora rape cases and pubt ders have
plied Kunar;\ toljil:%pname Fi)n Indian journalism. Many );loutl;ele:\/er g
Mayas an'ot : reat saviour in him but the question IS has ople Oflﬁdia in
e jeem(% ;nipade projected Kashmir problem before peop
aspade an e N
it right historical perspective. NO-. . tnoqi nt’ be-
toright Ve 1d uzderstand Kashmir politics oF ongomgd m(;,\e/:[(r)\?patrio-

One cou . h the ‘hallucinated-€
. . ¢ journalist throug! . ) . e also
ing loc;kltngtakt):gosrgrer; 'j\ travesty of justice when is.odc'lal ;g:;?:jlizgw Not
tism® but 1 is a big name in Indian -

; litics, N.Ramisa?blg nalism and
pI:OJGCteC(li 1a5 Fzﬁe‘ name of his paper Wthh. smacks‘of ?Om:;‘:v B per bt
w1thsti_m. ngthe Hindu is considered as highly objéclixvethUd s paper
chauV{mst:\T;es to Kashmir its objectivity alsg falls y;lt .:}, In t};is article an
Whefl (l; ccl)ead article titled, “A Taliban Dawn in Kashmir™.
carried a ?
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gttempt was made to project simpl i

autempt v ple social problemintoa© ist’
e pmjzgtui:ldg Tsti},fv[e beep without purpose. What vil;:(zz;neﬁtrahst
ponine projecting a sin ];() e social pl.robl.em as something connectiel ot
ot e be bes Eown t‘o.tr-ns big name in Indian journalisn% “é‘th
s o ot acci t:bly pohtlcilar?s and bureaucrats under the ca.n X-
. min;()) ; ‘ei lf a similar sex-scandal or organized ¢ i
asainst mocent Omar,sglr S is une?rthed in the capital- would ’thentt)‘(']e
e see M g0vemmen(;r_Osama bin Laden’s hand in it? No, it will not ]Ig
Hown, prompre 5 bl in power responsible for it and ask it to st' \
s Promote 2} sentiment against it. Then why different yarfiz

InK i i
ashmir all big names turn out to be small men

Definitions of ‘Vlainstream’

ng. It was no keyhole peeping. It was being
five senior officers, two LA.S. officers and

three Provincial gervice Officers. 1 was uninvited. Should 1 call it being

privy or a party albeit uninvited to the discussions is difficult to say.
Seribes of whatever standing towering or midget are mostly unwelcome
guests in the bureaucratic chambers. Majority of bureaucrats welcome

tic smiles out of expediency and not of lo:xﬁa Sowaslin

It was no eavesdroppi
privytoa discussion amongst

scribes with cosme
the well done up office chambers of a direct recruit A.S. offjcer of a very
evolved around a trite cliché-* ainstream”.

carly batch. The discussionr
The senior officer from the premier service in India has his oWn definitions
of the word “mainstream” and «gecularism”; He does not even hold the

general definitions given to these word vis-a-vis Kashmir by his fraternity
in New Delhi. There are many other clichés in vogue in Kashmir politics
which are a part of journalistic parlance and public speeches. The most

commonly used clichés are “jrrevocable accession’, ‘conditional acces-
» <within the framework of constitution’ ‘mainstream politicians’, “sepa-
‘rebels’, ‘misled youth’,

sion’,
ratist leaders’, ‘militants’, ‘terrorists’, ‘patriots’,
¢ mujahideen’ and many others which are by

‘surrogates’, ‘renegades’
and large nicknames. These words which have lost their luster and ca-
dence over a period of time have become hackneyed and trite; they mean

different things to different people depending upon from which vantage
are looking at them. These words have entered into the political
lexicon of Kashmir with different meanings. connotations and definitions.
And there is hardly any state in India, where these clichés are a part of
journalistic parlance and political vocabulary. These words are very spe-

point you
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cia . C o
hasI ;oe;ase}:]?:)]irr;izrhaps lr}dlcatlng the special position of this state that
o upon it both by Fhe Constitution of India and th
o g utions passed by the United Nation from 1947 to 1957 )
vord “&Zinsi::;;’l’ vivr:n::]d come to the discussion that took place on the
ore “Mamstrean” e office chambers of the member of the elite
oy fr,om el ee 't(') uqderstand the psyche of the top state bureau-
oracy rom the el : serlxgce in the state. This service was inherited from the
prih undergoneafn Shand renamed as [AS. The pattern of recruitment
et thoors “reseruct. oi a change over the past fifty seven years
Sreeptihe word” “abva ion” boldly mcprporated in it. There is not much
broadenbed b mc)I/Ud. us exgept the‘medlum for writing this examination
proddencd by incl tmg, national -lafwguage and other regional languages’
rtoduned byt eg g;st }t;])te gnd tralmpg methodology is the same that was.
mrocuced by the B el is -dWIth adefinite colonial design, except the changed
pomenciaiure of th academy. Hgs the change of one syllable meant :ny
tinuebin' p the ser ;cde or pot is different §ubject, Should the service con-
finue In the ch [it solmal and economic scenario is a different debate
and b acaden.q m;l; eave.‘that to academicians. Notwithstanding the
jt the acu theyir ) L!SSOUH casts m.eml')er of this service in traditional
Pk me Th,e e e 'm- other states is different than that in Jammu and
Tormma and K xbonis ghven  different e and adhed o tay s ol
iy ‘ . . ing— and asked to play the r
el (1;?13 :L (;}1]‘1; ﬁ'leltr}?empers in the service? Many of them ha?/e}t/all:een1 ?hl:
Misplaced or corroect Zl:elrilstzfzi?;?s:r}rthic}l;'they "tl)"?l“eve A
different briefing when allotted to J ammsul larszclt(.ash o e e
. g mir. Their jour i
tohpei nsitgaes ltsh ;firtl;]lemscenlz of “the sahib bureaucracy”. There calilelgzvrlgutug
different from thep}t)ssyyccheeoofflztiln;f ﬁ;‘;ﬁithis S'/FerhVice o Mo o
Cirere : - ers of their fraternity. Majori
Soceizz yl ?;::;1:2 SnSLlnrrnse] a grouse aga!nst th_e state. They believeythat Ii(;gﬁ{n?f
A Semcl qtm}gl, them m“lts socio-cultural fabric even after spend-
ot o ;3 in the state. “What st'akes we have in this state; “We
e day wh \ZC were allotted'to this state; “It is hellish torture that
e e o unce g’o “urmg our service here™; “We are not acceptable to
Compansis M yOt,h w;are mckngmed as members of the East India
Compans h.1 - }(/) b er h)ghly caustic sentence are part of the usual con-
porsation In th 1ce. c am'bers‘of many of these officers. These words
echo in the discussions in the office chambers of the top bureau-

Definitions of ‘Mainstream ' 211

crat. The cliché “East India Company” is no jigsaw puzzle to me- it is not
new to me, it had reverberated in the halls of the state legislature in eight-
ies when members of this service had very ,a@gfﬁpctjtiously tried to subvert
the article 370 and the State Subject Laws byggunching a housing society
named as Rajtarngni Housing Society.-The house was then almost one
voice against the bureaucrats who had by their position made some pli-
able local officers to sign documents for creating inroads in the State
Subject Laws. Notwithstanding majority of the bureaucrats of eighties
having retired and relegated to the backstreets or popped off, the phrase
has survived and continues to be part of bureaucratic lexicon in the state.
True, the phrase is no more in vogue neither in newspapers nor in the local
bureaucracy but it generally finds mention in the gossip of the members of
the elite service. Discussions and gossips in the rooms of the top bureau-
crats inside and outside grisly grey puilding opens a window to common
people for understanding their mind set with regard to affairs of the state-
particularly Kashmir province and some areas of Jammu province.
Definition given to word ‘mginstream’ by the top bureaucrat during
his discussions with local officers cannot be taken in isolation of the
collective psyche of his fraternity in the state. The moment he pointed
towards one of the officers bearing a prayer mark on his forehead that he
could not be taken as a part of mainstream bureaucracy. the dictionary
meaning of this word came to my mind. The Webster defines the word as,
“The prevailing current or direction of a movementor influence’; the Cam-
bridge defines it as, “way of life or set of beliefs accepted by most people’,
the Oxford defines it as ‘the prevailing trend of opinion, fashion, etc.Then
came to my mind the meaning attached to this word by politician in New
Delhi. This word vis-a-vis Kashmir to them means those of the politicians
supporting “finality of accession’ with India, then came 10 My mind the
meaning attributed to the word by the political parties espousing the
cause of right to self-determination.For them mainstream means those of
politicians in the vanguard of the movement for “freedom” but what mean-
ing the top bureaucrat was going to atiribute aroused my curiosity. With-
out mincing words he name
out from anonymity to the centre stage of administration during the
Governor’s rule and called them as real secular and belonging o the
‘mainstream’. Without bating an eyelid he grunted. “During the month of
Ramdan some Muslim officers often visit my office chambers for having
tea and biscuits but these two officers are real secular, they enjoy drinks
and relish pork in this month. They have shared toast with me on number

d two Muslim officers whom he had brought .
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of occasions in thi ;
ems that 1 bron ronih L like thenr”, he asserted, *It was for their lib
administration.” TElhge ;st::rr: f:Om Y;lonl;cadre departments to mainstree;a,:
o sertrons made by this offi id rai :
the office LT y this officer did raise e
s Sitting in his'réom but they did not react the way tﬁl;r;);:vs (|)df
ou

have; perha i ;
5 ps for their “Dilooy- I
bureaucracy, y-notuwa” which is characteristic of local

The question is d i
efinition give
bureaucrat an indi given to the word “mainstream” i
May be read milCatOr ofthe mindset of this tribe in state administby‘thls
€rs Know answer better than the writer. ration?

Making of Authors

Anonymity to stardom- this is what happens to many people. In the
age of electronic media many a lesser mortals after falling into the deep
ditch of adversity shoot into prominence. Their images are beamed in our
drawing rooms and embossed on our minds. They are made to look larger

 than life or their smaller beings are blown out of proportions and midgets

are made to look as phantasmagoria. The hard knocks of bad days also
hammer out masterpieces and elegant artifacts out of shapeless raw mate-
rials. This is what happened to two Geelani’s — Iftikhar Gilani and Syed
Abdul Rehman Geelani- one working as a scribe and another as Arabic
teacher in the Capital of one of largest democracies in the world. At the
turn of the century the two attracted screaming headlines in thousands of
newspapers published across India and outside- perhaps for wrong rea-
sons- they dominated the news channels- they were detained, many be-
lieve that the suffixes to their names, even relationship with prominent
Hurriyat Conference, Syed Ali Shah Geelani known for his unbending and
uncompromising stand on Kashmir brought barrage of miseries to them
but at the same time made them celebrities. Notwithstanding the two spell-
ing their surnames differently- in New Delhi often one was mistaken for
another. '

I do not know if it were suffixes t0 their names that had made them
the bull’s-eye or they were involved in crimes- let history decide it. They
were lucky that they found by their side stronger Indian voices; Uma
Kant; Aruna Roy; Arundhati Roy; Babu Mathew; Anohite Majamudar;
S.K. Panady; Nandita Haksar; Prabash Joshi; Sanjay Kak; Surrender
Mohan; A.G.Noorani and scores of journalists and teachers in the historic
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capit C"y ()1 [)e”“ Wlth Such a strong a“d saner l“dla“ VOIC d
S ]ng

by their side and taking out protest ralli
i ot rallies against their detenti i
gett n%ir ‘reps)islt;endcéo n:l;i centre’ stage of politics and emerging as]iocr:)rtlfs]:;
my ot e mo teilment Wwas a natural corollary. But what attracted
o Do ot ey foupd strong lobbies in Delhi, But it is th
i oo released ary recen'tly In the capital- one published by Pen u'e
il Soaone anz Pz(l):SsoAmum of publishers, Promilla and Co, Bitf)gli(])rj
s vt e part that attracted my attention and Spawned
Syed Ali Shah Geelani has written m
o . : . ore than two dozen b -
cor pO“ﬁ%;]t(;r\:Zi;bgut his detentions and some commentari(e):(s)kosn S\?:q'e
o pocal ever hi.s ut what ?ould be called a magnum opus is yet ?-
Kaghrott poron o i);,n. and h.lS books by and large remained confined t:))
looal releaorhaps for ixr having been written in Urdy or purely being of
- permanerﬁ B]aCkorR S aFtracted no big publishers like Penguin (g)x
for havine to SO,m 0”1. or Sterlmg.But the books by junior Geel’ani’s-
and commrouched so ree ;/(;ta]l ;?;S;Zi eattr;;ct}ed the attention of scholars
e common, ke. d 1 ges of elegantly looking book ¢
hoon Dia zittbi)n/glflt{ll;t?roGllam pubhs:hed by Penguin India gurin(;ksi;fz
by Ay " ‘.Nriternb. read a lot of prison literature and prison diaries
e et v ﬁns in my.youth' days, I did not find anything sauc
wartame o oo Qignot fin t:nythm.g hair-raising or awe striking that woulsil
ook was comvesin o veen I did not realize that between the lines the
latming Stnpine 2 ry strong mes§age.lt was pointing towards an
potential of spawning y;aanoat;teane(zsmg . }the ome T the
g of spay . movement ike one launc
sufﬁCiemleabu.e in twenties ?nd thirties of the past century. h"T"(}jl bﬁ o
y pointed towards increasing Muslim prisoners in jails ewhoi(c):

1 p p -
were SUHIC ent ointers t()Wal dS emergin scenario in t]ll ]“ l u ahs

True the b : .
remained i h:;)(lj(]fsr ha;/mg been published in Delhi and author havin
reviews There is hard] es for l(.)nger' periods, it attracted plethora ogf
book, but what major?/t)z/l n?me in Indian journalism that did not review the

o of reviewers ignored "
was th ; gnored or escaped :
e increasing number of Muslims in detention in?ailsthelr attention

The : . ,
Mushtagq gx?é?gebe;ongmg o journalist fraternity has many friends in th
matish’ days of h,'o 'S_;magar; some who rallied behind him during ‘ni oht?

is life. He dropped in our newspaper office ;nd ;re—
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on of the book. Get up of the book made me re-
ead the book in the wee hours and found the

book deserved more attention than I had given to it when I read it for the
first time. It was not tale of just a few pickpockets inside jails. Inmy
opinion the quintessence of the book is the discrimination against the
Muslim prisoners and how even an ordinary Muslim pickpocket is looked
at as the greatest terrorist or a war criminal inside various jails in New
Delhi. The author has very subtly pointed out that it was strange that in a
country where Muslims number to twelve percent of the total population,
thirty four percent of jail population was Muslims, The increasing number
of Muslims in jails is not a sociological problem but a highly volatile
political problem, having the potential of spawning yet another movement
of ‘reassertion’ by the Indian Muslims- to which yet another catalyst of
Vanda Matram has been added.

Another book with almost a similar message that attracted my atten-
tion was Manufacturing Terrorism- Kashmir Encounter with Media and
Law. Ido not know anything about academic tract record of teacher Syed
Abdul Rehman Geelani but the above mentioned book by his younger
brother Syed Bismallah Geelani with a forward by prominent human right’s
activist and Supreme Court lawyer Nandita Haksar deserves a serious
attention. As very rightly pointed by Haksar in her foreword, * the book
is a monograph on state violence against Kashmiri’s living in Dethi and it
covers much wider subject of Kashmiryat. She writes that the Poles Apart
was not publishing this study as a victims account of State Violence.She

enumerates number of points which she believes makes the study differ-
ent. But out of all the points she strongly believes that the ‘strength of
study is that it is written by Kashmiri Muslim who has faced all aspects of
state violence and it contains in its pages the hope of a possible resolu-
tion based on equitable principles and peace with justice. In his acknowl-
edgments the author is bubbling with emotions for the people who sup-
ported him in carrying out his study, thereby bringing out out 2 noble face

of Delhi before his readers.
The book spreading over 236
Shahbaz, perhaps Ali Mohammad Shal

bullets of unidentified gunmen, ‘We h
encountered you. It is this encounter that has seasoned us’ not only

makes an interesting reading but sends a chill down the spine. It is not the
discussion about Kashmiryat in the book that makes it interesting. Every

sented me the Urdu translati
read the book and this time Ir

pagés and starting with a couplet from
hbaz of Kupwara who had fallen to
ad no such experience before we
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Tom, Dick and Harry from s .

Ko nuff dealers in old Bohri
non_subjecih:nzlo:e‘: og Gulmarg has been writing abou’l: Iiii;;?iﬂedge
rorestis s o or ‘of no consequences.But what makes th ’ylft_ )
ter st | Kashmill:l:lj\f/}lllng' ac'cou.nts given by the author about hi: b O'Ok
renuifiod as Hashm; }[ uslim m.hlghly pluralistic city of Delhi. The fi ?':ng
e doak ars the Conpters a.bout life (?f Kashmiri Muslims in Dc;lhi andoh W
traders hawking Ka:hﬁicrt]i?fn?ir:gf{ts t 'othf s o by, e 4 Pe(:tvyv
Haders haw r s in the lanes and b i
stracting ‘t:rsr(\)/reirsyt/’beautlfully fmalyzed the role played gy]?::lizf' oo
comteorres and "(])il;t gf ordinary citizens. The book is not ba‘sr:agon-
comectures and sur e }Jt on the basis of the research carried out b gn
or under the ipterw.snon of some genuine and well meaning | d)',t y
gone sulferine bec; erviews conducted by the author who ha%en lgns'
ey sttomnes use of over-enthusiastic media in the capital waking

pt to construct a terrorist out of simple studenF:;Z r(?akmg
nd petty

Kashmiri traders in i
the capit i :
glued to idiot box. pital for selling stories to Indian middle class

The books b i |
y two Geelani’s are just the ti i
helps one to have a feel situation in thJe capifatllpS of ecbere but reading

No Edward Said On Our Side

“The West is the best’. | am not an obscurantist or anachronistic,
when | make a statement like this about literature available on Kashmir
problem. Majority of us who dabble in writing on Kashmir politics are

his important dispute on

convinced that the best literature available on t
which peace in the South-Asian region is hinged is authored either by the
itish historians and scholars.

American, or the Europeat, particularly Bri

Some of these works are now as good as part of classical literature on
Kashmir. History of Kashmir dispute for a student is incomplete without
reading monumental works like “Two Nations and Kashmit” by Lord
Birdwood, “Danger in Kashmir” by Josef Korbel, “trilogy the Disputed
» “the Birth of Tragedy” and “Incomplete partition” by Alistair =
Lamb and “India, Pakistan and Kashmir Dispute” by Robert G. Wirising or
even the odd papers by Stephen Co

hen. It may sound an exaggeration to

state that study of all works of Stanly Wolpert about Jeaders of the sub-
continent is important for understanding place of Kashmir in India-Paki-
stan relations. As is very rightly said by Stephen Philip Cohen in his book
), “K ashmir is

«India Emerging Powe both cause and consequence ofthe
India-Pakistan conundrum”. For the dispute having firmly wedged in the

internal politics of the two countries, it is hard to tell where the domestic

politics ends and foreign politics begins. Works of Stanley Wolpert like

Roots of Confrontation in South Asia, jinnah of Pakistan, Zulfi Bhutto of
Pakistan, Nehru: Tryst with Destiny, Gandhi’s Passion and Shameful Flight
are essential reading for understanding South Asian politic. Works of this
engineer turned historian always have hair raising details which have
cither been glossed over of overlooked by earlier historians and authors.
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In his new book Shameful Flight: The Last Days of British Empire in India
(250 pages) published by Oxford University Press, he has made a startling
revelation that India’s first High Commissioner in Pakistan, Sri Prakasa
had told Lord Mountbatten that for the sake of peace all around the best
thing that India could do was handing over Kashmir to Pakistan. This
statement had ‘amazed’ Nehru and in his letter to Sri Prakasa he had
reacted very sharply to the suggestion and stated to him that if anything
like this was done by the government it would not live for a day. The book
which has many more such details has also been reviewed by Indian
historians and authors like Prof. Mushiural Hasan.But none of the review-
ers (1 have read so far) has detailed out the exposures made about Kashmir
in the book. This brings me to a fundamental question; why our research-
ers, scholars and historians have failed to come out with an authentic
work on Kashmir Problem or contemporary India-Pakistan history. There
is hardly a book on Kashmir dispute by a Kashmiri that could be called as
authentic having international acceptability. In fact Kashmir scholars of
whatever standing have so far failed to create a dent in the international
book market with a book on Kashmir. Have American and European
writers, researchers, scholars and academician’s bétter understanding of
the problems confronting the South Asian region or the sub-continent.
True, there is scope of disagreement over some points for instance many
Indian journalists and academicians have not agreed with the Alastair
Lamb disputing existance of an instrument of accession; or many Indian
authors have not agreed with Stanley Wolpert about his remarks about
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru or Mohan Das Karam Chand Gandhi. But there
can be no dispute over these authors having a better insight into the
politics of sub-continent. I am yet to see a standard work on Kashmir
problem by a Kashmir historian, scholar and researcher that could match
the works of authors like Lamb or Wolpert.

True, two well researched books; Kashmir Wounded Paradise by Dr.
Altaf Hussain and Kashmir in Chains by Er. Muhammad Sultan Pampori
were published in first half of last decade of the past century but it will be
difficult to say that if these books did influence any opinion makers out-
side the state or not, perhaps not as reach of these books for their being
published locally was limited. Authors of these two books do not fall
within the category of scholars and academicians as they do not fit in the
traditional definition of the term. It is only teachers, good or bad working
in Universities that are cglled academicians. There are hardly any *schol-
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ars’ or ‘academicians’ of Kashmir University who can claim of havnp;g
produced an authentic research work about Kashmlg lprot;le‘?.nggezzznu;
i i is not the Kashmir problem taiking .
complexity and resolution. 1t 1s no robl 2
whicr;l is taboo in Kashmir University for the fear of “being reporte;i th‘a;
has not been part of academic pursuits of scholars and 'r'esearli ertst }:e
ir universi elective while writing abou
Kashmir university. But even they are s bout |
medieval period of Kashmir history which by and large they believe is a

safe to write about. Many of our scholars have worked on medieval period

of Kashmir history but by and large majority of these histories are proto-

types- just replicating what has already been §aid by h}storllans .hléeocf}.(l)\l/:];
D. Sufi and none of the works is path bregkmg. Me@neva p;no orour
history which many prefer to call the Mu.shm pe.rlod is ofnehf) morisod s
nating periods but in strict sense there 1s no history of t lls pe 0d and
whatever we have about this period is anything but chrono ogy c; m Je o
events. Majority of us blame members of anoth.er commungth 1\(/)1 ‘I;:“m
literate a couple of generations before us _Of hqvmg dlstortef t te ustim
period of our history but what have our hlStOYlal?S dgne so far ore v
those distortions and present history of the perlgd in right perfs&?’c”! .
There is a lesson for our historians and scholars in thej Yvorks of Wi t;ir:t
Dalrymple- how.This young scholarglals begn (;n g 2012:23 tt)c()) (:icg]r;s e
history of the last days of the Mug al period. : L
t only created ripples in Indian academics but produ :
x:vgehsatlh};ilshg\(/)e ma(}i/e many a traditional Mughal s_cholars shal;e lof tl;]e;,‘lcr1
feet. Dalrymple did not have access to recqrds whlch ot}}er scdotgr;se had
not for having written a magnum Opus dehneat.mg the l.lfe an ) 1M b
Bhadur Shah Zafar. He made best use of ‘beautifully catalqgueh ) u Ve};
papers in the National archives seventy five ‘pe‘rcent of whlhc'h la:n ;':Zrial
been requisitioned before by any scholar. There isa lot of arc 1lva rasert!
available in research libraries and private collections of peop ea (io me
dieval period but hardly any of scholars ha§ peen endeavl(l)utmig)mblem
these primary sources. SO is true about.wntmgs of Kas rl:nr. ' Uthors.
Whatever little has written about Kashmir problem by Kashmirt a
has suffered to due to other considerations. ‘
There is lot of literature on struggle of peopl.e of the state for endmlg
autocratic rule in the state which is gegeral!y csleszr]]bzzril a:uftr;eeggrcn stt(:lrlfi ﬁ
sority of our historians. But there 1s nardly : .
ll)(ya;?l?rjl(i)rrgoblem which could be compared to the works of Edward Said

on Palestine.
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' The questior arises why we have failed to produce an intellectual
like Edward Said who could have emerged as genuine Kashmir voice as
the Palestinian intellectual emerged as a voice of Arab world in the west
through his works and changed global outlook about Arabs and stirred
conscuenc.:e of the world about Palestine problem.It has been by and large
through his works only that Palestine problem entered American discourses
I c.io not have a dictionary type meaning for the question; why we have.
failed to attract an intellectual Jike Edward Said on our side - perhaps we
are yet to grow intellectually and to mature politically.

My Cameramen Are My Historians

It was the year of photo exhibitions. Many photographic exhibitions
were held; some sponsored by the government, some organized by Non
Governmental Agencies (NGO’s), some results of individual efforts and
some an expression of deep love for the past Kashmir. Some exhibitions
were focused on the heritage of Kashmir, reminding us of beautiful archi-
tecture that was born in Kashmir after the advent of Islam which survived
the oppressive Sikh and Dogra rule and assimilated the European influ-
ences lending it an aura of aboriginality but suffered for the myopic vision
of the “popular” leadership. One of the heritage groups organized a pre-
sentation on power point about a Mogul City known as Nagar Nagari.It
reminded us of the great Mughal artistry, adventures, aesthetics and ro-
mances. It painfully reminded us of the beautiful architecture that was
born inside this city and vandalized after the end of the feudal rule. The
show was not only an odyssey down the memory lane but reminded us of
the great stories of love and romance that remain buried under the debris
in this once humming and pulsating city. It reminded us about the gallop-
ing horses and speeding chariots.It reminded us of the toiling men and
women who had built the great wall around the city- that insulated the
alien soldiers from the aborigines. The group has a dream of making
people to relive their past. Can people relive their past once again as was
done long before by putting a light and sound show in early sixties on the
Western side of Kohimaran.

There were exhibitions of old black and white photographs, with
each of the photographs a master piece reminding us of the bygone days
when the banks of historical river Jhelum looked no less than Venice.

s 0 e R
o
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Houses with beautiful latticed window, glistening spires of temples, the
minarets of mosques and hospice with pyramidal roofs adding a distinc-
tive mystique to the city, latticed balconies, ornate windows with coloured
glasses reminded us of many a Romeo and Juliet of yester years that might
have lived by the side of this serpentine river woven in the mosaic of
myths and fables.

Exhibitions in glittering halls of SKICC or dingy rooms of State Insti-
tute of Education reminded me of photographic album titled Kashmir-
Paradise Lost by Martin A Sugarman an American photo journalist. Album
published in 1994 is dedicated to some A.U.Zaman and ‘all Kashmiri strug-
gling for freedom and dignity.” The album published by Sugarman Produc-
tion Malibu, California in 1994 has Kashmiri boy with a toy gun on its
cover. The arrival of this international camera man in November 1993 has
been full of drama- the drama ofhide and seeks. As the camera man writes
in brief introduction to the album that it was not easy to click in Kashmir
those days. In his words, “1 visited Kashmir to document the social and
political turmoil and massive human rights abuses there. Due to the gov-
ernment of India’s restrictions on journalists visiting the area, I applied for
a tourist visa and found the means and assistance to work under cover for
a month or so before the Indian authorities learned of my true purpose.
Under very threatening conditions, | managed to escape with all my films
and interviews. Unlike Vietnam or Bosina, media has failed in Kashmir for
not getting horrifying story out.” He had hoped that 134 picture album in
10" X 12" size would spark interest in the media to expose this tragic situa-
tion to the world.” In three page introduction to the album he has tried to
sum up the situation as it obtained in the state during his visit. The album
very subtly tells the sordid story of Kashmir as captured by the lens man.
The lens man has used black and white medium very powerfully to com-
municate the ghoulish situation. The first picture shows a heap of debris
and rubble of some destroyed township with a small boy pacing the street.
It has been captioned as, ‘No light but rather darkness visible’ a verse
from Milton’s Paradise Lost. The cameraman has not only filmed horrify-
ing tale on this side of the Line of Actual Control but has also covered the
migrant camps on the other side. It would require pages together to con-
vey the subtle messages contained in each of the pictures.In fact each
picture is book in itself.It folds a whole bloody drama before our eyes. The
second picture of an old historic stone temple with a deity carved out of a
big limestone slab, with cracks in its walls perhaps symbolizes the sad
departure of Hindus from Kashmir. The third picture is of toddler against
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the grave of his father named Peerzadia Abdul Maji@ Shah lfilled on Satur-
day March 6, 1993. If one goes into details of the pictures it speaks about
the plight of the young innocent boy and symbolizes the hard times ahead
for him as an orphan with none to look after him. The Dal Lake as captured
by Sugarman portends about the fate of this lake. The album portrays the
social life inside insurgency torn towns and cities, desolate streets, stra.y
dogs,toiling Kashmiris, busy streets with everybody in hurry, lone fruit
vendor with heaps of pomegranates against the backdrop of huge §§nd
bag bunkers in the maze of electric wires, long queues of pef)ple wam.ng
for their turn for rationed kerosene oil and gas cylinders lined up like
soldiers, inside the shanties that have cropped up in and around Srinagar
and deplorable condition of hospitals in Kashmir. Faith of peop}e has very
subtly been captured.Every frame has its own shade and meaning. Sqme
of the pictures are so powerful that they immediately transport one into
medieval Kashmir and suggest that nothing much has changed in here
during the past one century. A village picture shows different age groups
of women huddled together on grass with only symbol ofmodgm‘lty in the
background a bicycle. The pictures inside hospitals tell a terrifying story
about the condition inside the hospitals. There are pictures of people who
had been roughed up by forces. The pictures inside Azad Kashmir tell a
different story. The album undoubtedly is a monumental'work It has pot
only been Martin Sugarman who has captured Kashmlr‘ scenes during
past sixteen years but there have been scores of photojournalists and
camera men who have snapped the blazing valley in its trauma and
trouble.Hardly any of them has so far come up with a collection. It has not
only been photojournalists from outside who have photographed the
people’s plight but a host of Kashmir photojourpahst have very ably
captured the plight, trauma and drama of Kashmir state through th@r
lenses. Some of the photo journalists whose works 1 had an opportu'mty
to see have been Merajudin, Habib Nagqash and the Late Qaiser Mirza.
These camera men have always had an eye for a picture. | had an opportu-
nity of going through the grand collection of the Late Qaiser MiI‘ZE.l, yvho
started as an amateur but graduated to professionalism after he joined
Associated Press as a journalist. He defiantly had a tiger’s heart and
clicked pictures in terrifying situations .His collection ran into tlliousands
of pictures with almost every picture giving volumes of mformatlon aboqt
the happenings in Kashmir during the nineties. Hej along with some Amert—
can journalists had met Hizbul Mujahideen Chief Syed Salluhudin and
clicked him in all his moods. Mirza had planned to publish an album on
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«GOURD AND BRINJAL DAYS”

not juicy and syrupy. Like many of my contem-
poraries they were pitter but not as biting and poignant as the days of our

children. Notwithstanding ancertainty then also looming large, we had a

childhood — if not that playful as children of free nation’s have but we
e out of smaller things.* Tikatar® (sending across @

derived greater pleasur
small projectile across stagnant waters with force) would give us @ great

pleasure than modern day expensive ¢hildren gadgets. Notwithstanding
sources of entertainment for children having multiplied our children have
no “childhood’. Bunkers, batons and bullets have consumed their child-

hood. Who is the author of the ‘uncertainty” that denied me dallies, 10-
mances and joys of my youth and the childhood to my children. Hf Lanswer
I may be adjudged as biased. My answer may be taken as jaundiced. My
version may be considered as tinted. | have no answer but history holds
a bright Belisha beacon that illuminates hitherto darkest corners and tells
many a story about the faux pas, boobs and blunders of the people in
whom we saw what Faiz called «Sheisha Ka Messiah”.
My salad days were days of ‘gourd and brinjal’ politics. it was an
indigenous genus of politics. A genre that had come into being after
drilling in public minds some names with dexterity. A type that is compa-
rable to <potitical monarchy’ where personality is more important than
politics, where principles and values are butchered with blunt knives,
where genuine political workers are trampled down under the hooves of
galloping horses, where speeding chariots pierce through the rows of
half-naked and semi-famished people without caring who gets crushed. 1
also might have been part of the great ‘gourd and brinjal® caravan that

My salad days were
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domi "
O(f)r;g;tid tnl:e; ;;}(:htxc::l landscape of our State. Like many in the multitudes
oughts those days were pure and
embossed more than life ima i ke mult des oo
: ge on my mind. Like multitudes of
?gio\:;'hived‘ t}}at thg lfeaders were driving us towards the D-day p’le‘}?g lc(iz]
o ic hmllhons hvmg in the salubrious vales and dales. of.the ore;;
gdom have been waiting for hundreds of years. True, the ‘Day’ knobcked

. N W .
““St()()k it asa Ca“kel. Obnlz the knOCk k Ck an

pomi(l;; n;i/uzal;c;??{)sé had no wisdom to chaff good politics from bad
. , ad not read trilogy — the Disputed L i
of a Tragedy, the Incom iti istais Lamb, | had o
. , plete Partition by Alistair Lamb
historians like Prof. Robert Wirsi & hosef Korbel on
. irsing, Lord Birdwood, Josef K
score of other European and Ameri im0t rendt e
: ricans. True, then I had not read -
nY\(J)ll?S(J?gses fon Kashm'lr by Rashid Taseer, Prem Nath Bazaz, Mohamnr]r?agd
o ?\5{1 [T‘m:( ?aifm’ Ahmed Qureshi. True, then I had not read Mathai’s
N. ick’s. True, then I had not talked and intervi
' | iewed sco
lcericcl?;ls havmg.been key players in politics that shaped Kashmir politriiss (a)ltf
s J::‘f;ué Zeof lh947.d My perceptions about contemporary Kashmir
. n shaped more by histories written by i i
. ‘ : y independent his-
;(1)1 1z‘ms an;i unb)as.ec'i writers. I do not know if I should be remc?rsefulnabgtsjt
y ‘gourd and brinjal’ days or I should be complacent about them. It is a

jigsaw puzzle but many a times | reli m
A elish them w
situation as it obtains today. hen I compare them to the

abOUtIt;eehes:dtf;e Pl;:bi:ctite Front days of Kashmir politics. Let me not talk
esult of this politics but about the i in it ar
the. . people involved in it and
organization that it was, Sheikh Moham i
. mad Abdullah w i
1953 and blamed of workin i l Shelkreatly
. g for independent Kashmir. Was Shei
working for Independent Kashmir i nor s it
. ‘ ir or not or it were hardliner Hind ithi
Congress who meticulousl : i i N Mok oo
. y worked against him through B ick i
different subject. But, it w s dulah ollowed by
. \ as the arrest of Sheikh Abdull
‘steady drifting of Kashmir into Indi i M Mot
: . ian orbit’ by Bakshi Ghul
by introducing Jammu and K i o o o Indian o
y int g ashmir Constitution modeled i
stitution ‘with bicameral legislature’ bttt Front 1
i : gislature’ that spawned the Plebiscite Fro
g;?t::l;toxy 9f rxgbt to setf-determination movement the birth of thé Pr:Zb]irj
Nation:;rg 012 ;m lmpqrtant benchmark. Only very few from the erstwhile
erence joined the Plebiscite Front. M i
e Con ' . More than ninety percent
tzgsl:";llgitlc();ls/i(;lged Bakshi. It was only few officers who for their a{le’;ian:e
ullah were foolishly dismissed by the new Prime Mci’nister

that stood by Sheikh and his trusted lieutenant Mirza Mohammad Afzal
Beg after 1953. The Front filled a great political void in the state politics
that had been caused due to the self-imposed or forced exile of the Muslim
Conference leaders. The Muslim Conference workers who had been
‘betrayed’ by their leaders joined in hordes the Plebiscite Front with the
hope of realizing their much cherished goal of ‘acceding to Pakistan.
Others who filled the ranks of the Front before 1947 were members ofthe
erstwhile Students Federation which was before 1947 headed by K.H.

Khurshid. There was reversal of roles for Sheikh Mohammad Abduliah in

1953. In the words of Alistair Lamb, *“Sheikh Abdullah became Pakistani
be the Indians who would call him ‘a

public hero; and soon it would
Quisling’. In fifties and even after the Plebiscite Front was the only pro-

right to self determination organization that established its units allover
the state. It had a unit almost in every nook and corner of the State.

Despite lures and doles offered by people in the power the Plebiscite
k. They suffered

Front workers stood by the side of their cause like a roc
torture and endured torment at the hands of hoodlums and goons then
nicknamed as twenty- nine - fifteen.(as they would get Rs.29 and Annas
15 as salary). Their modern version can be renegades. 1 do not know

whether it were the leadership qualities of Sheikh Abdullah or organizing

capacity of Mirza Afzal Beg or the strength of “the sentiment” that was

behind the Front movement that had made it as one of the most impreg-
nable pro-right to self-determination organization after 1947. Let me not
debate why this organization died and who wrote its epitaph that is a part
of our history but I can say with authority that the cadre of this organiza-
tion was never exhausted and tired, it stood like a rock with the ‘cause’
they fought. 1 count those days as ‘gourd and brinjal’ days- not as
derogatory phase but a genus of Kashmir politics, where personality cult
has an over riding impact on politics. In 1977, I wrote an afticle in the
Radiance, Dethi (July 3 1977 issue), ‘Kashmir After Sheilkh Abdullah?’ It
was then that I stated “the personality cult politics will die in Kashmir after
Sheikh Abdullah, a big chapter of Kashmir history will be concluded and
concept of collective leadership will be born™.
But, if one looks at the contemporary history of the ‘struggle for
right to self-determination’ in real perspective the present movement is a
continuation of the movement started in 1931 under the aegis of the Mus-
lim Conference of which the Plebiscite Front was an important phase. The
Plebiscite Front movement cannot be called as the progenitor of the present
National Conference but it can be called as forerunner of the Hurriyat
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Conference A,B, C, D, etc. But there is a marked difference between |
} Muslim Conference and Plebiscite Front days and the present movement. ' |
| Whatever the achievements and failures of this movement the Hurriyat |
i Conference led movement is no match to the Front movement or the Mus- )

lim Conference movement. Hurriyat Conference (whatever its suffixes) be- 4

lieves in forum politics, forums do not lead movements. It is the organiza-

|

|

| . . . . .

| tion yet to be born in Kashmir. It needs a Gandhi or a Jinnah to lead
| movements whatever the cause.
!

|

|

|




